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Any attempt to«identafy.the important current issues in the field of |
serials ibranianship 1s a Herculean task. Dozens of potential issues

and ideas were considered. How do you himit the held of senals
—do youinclude secondary and terhiary serials, or imit the topic to

. the primary Iterature? How about binding problems storage

costs, new forms of senials, such as pubhgatloﬁs available only in
microfgrm? What dout the copyrlght controversy? The options
were either a nelw serial on current lssues in serials or some strict
guxdelmes to focus the nssue .o

t
0

The title of this 1ssue indicates the emphasis on current lssues in
seftrals Ilb(arlansmP We have found that it Is ofte dlfflcu(t for
working senals librarians todentify current source q}mformatnon
directly relafed to. tﬁelr work. Topics which are both.timely and
which affect the working serials hbranan were selected. Wechose
not to include historical survey articles, but rather to ask selected
individuals,to write on the most recent developments in areas of
vital mtere' t to the serials ibrary community Wherever itswas.
appropriate, we asked our’contributors to emphasize the manner

— 1n which senals hbranans can have an |mpact ufon the issues

under discussion,

The many acronyms ‘and strings of letters appear}ng in the

Iiteraturd—CONSER, OCLC, NSDP, 1ISBD(S), ISSN@CODEN—are ‘
dufhcult nough to dentify Keeping upw/}th}hemx projectsand

‘activitieg s even harder In this i1ssue, we'have attem ed to identify
the state-of-the-art in senials librarianship. We have nt% overlooked
the coritroversial issue of copyright, butwe felt it was?&appropnate
to include an article on this topic, pendt'hg adehnitivg,
Court decision or Congressuonal action. ' ‘2

, .

Blbllog phic control,is-one major area of concern. Jodeph H.

Howardﬁ[aand € Sumner Spalding have kindly allowed ust&reprmt
their afticles which appeared in the LC Information Bulfetin for
November 22, 1974. Mr. Spalding’s article was origiially %pared
for Internatiopal Cataloguing. These two articles represe  con-

flicting opmn/ ns on the choice of entry for ‘s’eri:?bs.
/" .
- N -' . 5
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Joseph W. Price’'s article discusses the important international
implhications of the choice of entry issue and expands the discus;

ston to the br\oader area of mternatuona{l cooperation in seriais.

There are three major nat:onal\ttnvmes in the field of senals. The

editors had hoped to include anlarticle on MARC/Serials by Elai
Woods. Unfortunately, due to iliness, Qus article was not avai le
N§DP\and CONSER are desq:nbed In‘a series of three articles.

c\

discussion of costs. We decided to ask a representative from a
jobber tg provide a view from the private sector. F. F. Clasg&in's
article focuses on costs of serials for use in budget projections, A
R .
it 1s appropniate that this issue- of the Drexel Library Ouarterly
begins with an article focusing on the serials librarian as activist
and ends with one recommending ways to improve the education
and training ohsersals librarians. We are interested in providi

coliection of information to encourage well-informed mfon&g&ﬁqn =

' 'f
i AT
No issue on serials Ilbrananshlp would be complete wnthoutxa R

W

\";‘

'

K3

R

« specialists to take a ‘more active-role in exermsmg true b 0243
- graphic control over serials. | T s
" '
* \ ! & ':‘ J"
. Toni Carbo, Bearman R o
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‘ The Serials Librarian as Activist R

a
i ' ‘ . . .
4 .

\- " - N " 3
Y- _ Dayid C. Taylor { ;

The title of this article 1s intended to havé mild shock value. Ones

“ does not expect senals libranans (or any ’other libranans, for that .*
: matter) to b act{vrsts ‘Librarians are the mild, earnest ty;éo .
‘ v protest the s reotypes yet we tend to hold them ou;s’elves It is
more than m rely a matter of librarians’ personality. ~ AN ’

i

tified with the roles, but the degree of initiatjme used and control
over'the mforma 1on network exercised. O all thé roles, the li-

' packages. Libran sand mdexers descr/|be classify, locate and
give access to the ynformation. The reader, t/he consumer of the ’
A information, is more aggressive The reader comes looking for
the information. . N
Indexers, particularly, in‘the scx'eng:es. have deyveloped a form ot v
S index which has made*profourid changes in the packaging of

— : ’ ?

A .Can ‘or shouyld libranang change their role t have a similar effegt ?
on the form of pubircatign? Mostdecidedly, yes. We have already
accomphished much with CIP, ISBN's, and ISSN's. But much re-
mains to'be Yone, particularly with serials. P{Ab__]catlo'ns'mu'st be
designed and produced wjth bibliographic relg uirements inmind. It
1s not sufficient to note frer mﬁ'é‘f'qresearch that there are two \ .
New Left Notes, both published by QDS onle n Baston and the

+ othern Cmcago We nee to do all that 1s possible to avoid the
. appearance of such bibliographic headaches in the first place.
N &jather than describe their quirks, we need to make sure they are

authors, publishers, and readers (even if they have never heard of

N\
\\ . it), ibrarian$ have the duty té be activists. \ _ ot "
Q "L o L ‘
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Tradntfonauy and realist®ally, ubrarians have reacted to biblio- -
gqaphoc control problems by improving their pohc:es and proce-
dures. The consmuents we hope to serve would be amazed at the
metaphysncal arguments librarians have, Qver subleties, of the
catalogmg ruies on their behalf! it scarcely occurs to us to seek to |

solve b;bhographnc probiems by attackmg their source in the pro- )

duction of hbrary materials.
I - -

ta .

Has |t"ever'occurre§ to anyone that, if the cataloging rules are to

" work, the publisherg must know them almost aswell as librarians?

How many publisheis know that the official title, according to
hibrary cataloging rules,’is not the cover title, but the title page, fitle
or mgéthead" Comhon sense? Not necessarnly to a pubhsher
trying to sell his product with aclassy cover. How many,pubhshers
realize that, by the Anglo-American Cataloging Rules, atitle
change ceases ah old publication and begins anew one, even ifthe
volume nymbering continues? That news would surprise many df
our pubhshmg fiends . ‘

Publishersdocare about the re\cordswe create. They do know that

the hibrary network creates the permanent worldwide historical
record which makes possible scholarly acceptance and guaran-
tees btbhographlc access. But we have not been aggressive
enoygh in telling them of the lmportanceof\standardlzatlon. We
need to edycate them to and demand of them publishing stan-
dards Despite the stereotypes, recent iibrary history demonstrates
that hibrarians are fuliof sass andvinegar Canlibranansforgetthe
upheavals in ALA only two or thige years ago «the fine publications
Sipapu, Synergy. Booklegger. Revolting Librarians, The Emer-
gency Libranian, SRRT Newsletter, Libranians for Social Change, or
CALL—Current Awareness, Library Litgrature, expenments such
as H:gh John, the growth of iibrary unions, the growing women’s
consciousness-caising, that incredibly energetic whirlwind, ru-
mored to be onl pne man, named Sanford Berman, or the
courageous stands made daily by ibranans for intellectual free-
dom? We can be activists.

)

Nonstandard Serials Are Too Ex,pensive

M\Any libranans, githough | cannot belueve serials hibrarians are
among them, may not be aware they have anything to be activist ,
about, They may be so immersed in their procedyres that they are
not aware of the enormous difficuity and expense nonstandard
senais publication practices cause hbraries and library users.

: 8
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/ Lengthy,interesting theoretical debates ch be held whether latest .
entry or successiveentry cataloging s best for serals that change
__titles Most librarians would probably agree that the user is better

o sérved by successive entry while most agso regret the loss-of

‘ tidiness of the historical record 1 one place. But theory is probably
not the reason that the Library of Congress and many-other h- -
braries have adopted successive entry. It was adopted because it
was a les§ time-consuming way to catatog and the flood &t title.

. changes could not be handled the old way ) ’
6

How many senal title changes are there? No one even knows how
many serials are being published.” Of course, one ofthe reasons it

. . is so dhifficult to determine such a figure 1s the fact that senals are

always changing tntles N . -
My expernence at Michigan State Umyersnty indicates that a
mingmum of 2 percent of an active hist of sernals will change therr

R titles each year (Calculating itanother way,asmanyas5 percent a

yearchange titles_If yould'ok at any hstof serialswhich are 10 years

oldor older, half wilt have changed their titles sonvetime in the past .

tenyears Thiscould indicate that senals whichchange therr titles

have a lower mortdhty rate than senals which do not.)

At Michigan State University, it cost us an estirmated $14 to lgentify\

catalog. and change the receiving records, public catalog, senals

holding ist and branch library records for each title change. About
one title in ten changes without our recognizing it. This causes us
to place duplicate orders claim unnecessarily, discard wanted

“ matenal, and of course keeps senals which we are purchasmg for .

" the use of students and faculty off the shelf. '

Even after we have finished the expensive Job of<changing a tutle,
there iIsapermanent interruption in the biblicgraphic continuity of
e publication. Any large union list of serials 1s full of confusing

cross references or “'continued by and “superseded by" refer- \ .

ences The expense of providing bibliographic control at the na-
. tional and international level s uncounted, butthe cost of keeping .
upwithsernialtitle changes isvery high. The expense to scholars is *
also veTy great and also incalcuiable. L

. “lestimate 200,000 ser:als are being-pybhished annuallysnthe U S. alone, of
which only 100,000 are cataloged inlibraries Guesswork, yes, but based on
the number. of entries imNew Serial Titles, and on the certain knowledge -
that every company personnel Offlcedl nion, church, and local organization
- in-the_country.publishes a newstetter and perhaps an annual dnrectory »

‘e - 0 . v L ) .
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TL_he Serials Librarian as Activist L

T Numbenng probl’em _do not usually cause as/fnuch confusion - '

‘ ‘ becausehbrarystaﬁat least can identify the publication. But need- ;-
Iess trouble and correspondence 1s caused lnd|v1dualg.’bscr|bers
hbrary brndmg departments, claimers, missingissue replacers ang”
users when publishers arbitranly skip numbers or forgetfully re-
peat them. :

- : ‘ -

- 3 .

s -

R ;o ’ _Many of the * nonstandard “problems ‘with serials dre associated
’ with lack of expertise.* A {esigher plays with thé initials of a
peniadical and places an artful monogram on the title page—not

; - knowmgthat by library cataloging rules, she or he is changing the
/ . , trtle A pnnter, cOpying the format of the previous issue, mrstakenly
: i fo‘rgets to change the date or numbenng
v . ’ ‘2 T ) )
, et Ui»lrke books, which require a large capital investment, most se~ *
s tials are publlshed by amateurs with more knowledge of the con- ’

tentmatter than ofthe art of publishing. Even smali presses make
their mrstakes 1h publishing books one at a time. But small pub-
4 hshers of serials have to correct themselves as they learn.
. - { )
Many of the hundreds of thousands of serial publishers have to
. { rennvenrthe wheel" as they encounter problems. Their ingenious
N ) solutlons to btbluographlc problems leave librarians breathless
. / The publishe rs‘of Hawaii. University. Cooperatlve Extension Ser- Ty
i vice. Miscellanecus Publrcdtion. and Hawaii. Agricultural Experi-
; meént Station. Miscellanbous Publication. are one and the same. It
{ makes good sense to this publisher tq number these bulletins
. consecutrvely as one senes, nottwo. Thus the Cooperative Exten-
T . sion Service has numbers 91-85 and 97 but number 96 is the
‘ . Agricultural Experiment Station. There 1s no way the cataloging
rules of any hbrary can anticipate and allow for this simple solution
toa bibhographrc prablem. Nor is there any way, short of constant
correspondence, that an acquisitions. hbrar:an can feel confudent
in hus hibrary’s record of holdings. -

’ -
?

v

-~ N +
LA
L N

*Many will resent y [ mpmg ordinary senal titfe changes with ather bad
examplesas’ nonsfg/‘ard "There are many "‘good" reasonsfot serial title
changes to avoiding confuston of one publication with another with the ,
identical or a sim:lar titte, the changing termimology of a disciplines - -
changed scope, or even the struggle for survival. As,a serals hibrarian, [N
tend to be hardhearted. The tirst problem should have been avoided from o
the' start, the second and third are based on the fallacy that the title of a .
serial must exactly describe all its contents, and as for the last,4 can only
quote Scrooge. If only a titie change can ‘save them from dying, thén “‘they

- had better dre and decrease the surplus population.”!

10 .




The Serials Librarian’as Activist

One series published at the Michigan State University international
Studies Center turned oltto be the invention of the departmental
secretary in charge of inventorycontrol The “'senies’ turned outto
be velume 1 only of four different series and volumes 1 and 2 6f a
fifth There s no doubt in my mind that the secretary’s numbering. .
was much more efficient than the learned doctors’ who created a

new series title for nearly every new publication There is also no

uestion that her series title and numbering did not appear on the

publications and therefore did notpffucually,exrst.

Anotheringenious solution s the “'interim’ titlé to ease the reager
ly 1nto a titl hat does a publisher know about
librages having to make two titld changes in"their records? What
can we do witithe publisher who 15 searching desperately for the
‘formula for success and tries five different titles in three years ? He
welcomes subscriptions, but he really thinks of each issue as a
‘book to be sold onits own ability tograbbuyersand advertisers.
(Buck:nghamsh:re and Berkshire Countryside.)

One scientific publisher changes his title apparentiy to be certain

gt it reflects all past titie elements and g}l current profess:onal
mterests of his readers (Corrective and Social Psychlatry and

. Journal of Behavior Technology, Method, and Therapy.) Another

uses artistic magic to shde his publication gradually from one title

) to another. When did the old title leave offand the new title begin?
. iivursing Care ) Other publishers treate ajoint issue of two differ-
. ent publications, with duyal issue fiumbering and pagmg (The

Ecologist, v 4 no 9, November 1974, and Resurgence, v. 5, no. '5,
Novembe;eDecember 1974) B “ .
. Hundreds of examples could be given but these will suffice. Non-
standard serial publishing practices are bnbllographlcally confus-
ing and expensive t6 librariaris and readers Our efforts to make
ciear. understandable, trustworthy bibliographic records forthese
pu\bhcatlons are frustrated by the fact that the publlgatuons are

. bnbhographacally reeling from one publishing decision to the next\

.

' Ho‘w Do Librarians Tell Them? /
if 1t s impossible, and it.is, to make sound cataloging decisions
about publications (information packages) because of the contrar-

. iness of the pacw\ges of variations in their design, how will the

» producers of the packages know that uniess librandhs tell them?
But how do we tell them ? Why would publishers be ready to Ilsten
to us on the subject of publishing?

11
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The simplest of ali methods of affecting publication is to wnite 'a’
letter to the editor or publisher Disarmingly simple, itis neverthe . -
, lesssurprisingly effective fortwo reasons Seria! publishers do not
. often get letters from knowledgeable people about their publica-
o tions, except forresponsesto articles The letter is¥heretore unex- .
- pected and often read with an open fmind, Several letters from 7
different persons begin to have a greatimpact The problemn’isthat -~
most pubhshers do not know of the existence of bibliographi
standards and the havoc wrought without their guidance, a
. therefore. the information the letter writer can give 1s useful'to'its B
* reader and can lead to the intended change.

a

N . ‘ .

Thoughtful letters which do not deseend to name-calling accom-
plish more than one might expec, but not enbugh Wealso need to,
devise Strategies for reaching the detision-makers before the de~ -
cisions are made To do this-we will have to wotk together

Pubiishers use consultants (See the listing in Literary Market \

N " Piace Y Whydon t we create abgrard of ibraniarrswho have unques-

tionable knowledge about the problems of bibliographic control  ©

for seriai pubhcations and who will a‘aiee,to consult with pub-

hshers for reasonable fees? Perhabs a grant could start the gro-

gram and provide publicity Thereafter abercent of consultations .

fees couid be used for advertising '

Publishers have as many meetings as librarians. Could we not o

‘ suggest to vanous publishing associations that a session on the
requirements gf bibliographic controlshould be apartof their next

. conference, and that the people to lead such a session are -

available? - T

~ . ~

.

. Coutd we not prbmote public relations between librarians and
publishers concerning the need for bibliograptuc standards? Li- ‘ .
" branes are buyers They can and should inform their suppliers of
. their needs We make spemfué_auons for all equipment purchases
Why not specify bibliographic standards when we order andwhen .

we write about orders for library materials? * .

-
' We could create amanuai for serial publishers, complete with hints !
, . on financing, promoting, writing, editing, fayout, art work, mailing,
keeping records, accounting and bibliographic requirements -
‘Many publishers and editors {ind themseives responsible for a . .
publication without much knowledge of these thlngs\(ln the 1ast
five years | have been asked for advicefromten different peopig,all
- . taculty members, who by virtue of an otfice 1n an association - ’
- Q ] .. - -, - ; |
B - ' - /
N ~ . ~ - H v h
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unéxpectedly beqame in chrarge of a senal.) Too often the peop|e '
who give them.advice arapot knowledgeable about the matters
that concern us, They will hot pay for consultants, but theywould

pay for a good senal publisher’s manual. .

Who is the “"we’ Jn these paragraphs" It could be any-existing
association of libranans, Alé‘\. A, CLA, ASIS, of whoever; or it
could be an association of libréftans who come together for this
purpose, It would he betterto work with ekisting library groups, but

if that 1s not possnblu! the "we' could be tpe group that forms to
accomplish the goal *

We ¢an aiso support, encourage and participate in standards ac-
tivites The American Library Associdatibn’s Bookdealer-Library
Reiations Commuttee (in the Acquisitions Sec¢tion of the Resources
and Technical Services Division) has written two standards which
are published and available from the American Library Assocla- - s
tion Guidelines for Publishers, Agents, and Librarians in Handling
Orders for In-print Monographic Publications. These excellent
standards deserve wide dissemysration They require hlg}stan-
dards of libranans as weli as publishers and agents, angd-¥ fol-
lowed. would avoid many of the business 'problems whnafr often
sour our relatud?smps ) {*, , : g
The Amerlcan National Standards Institute is the best hope for
creating strong, widely recogﬁuzed standards. Its Z39 C'cgmmittee
on Library Work, Documentation, and Related Publishing Prac-
tices. chaired by Jerrold Orne of the University of North Carolina, is
composed of representatyes ot associations of publishers, -
branans, and learned s@géf‘ies. and has produced about twenty
standards The most pertinent one for serial publishing is Z239.1-
1967. Perioglicals Format and Arrangement, which is now being
revised by asubcommittee chaired byEdward J. Huth of the Ameri-
can CoHege of Physicians in PhnadelEhaa Now, while the writingis
in process. isthe time for senals activiststo make our concerns felt

_ We should be acquainted with existing standards and 'make -

suggestions for their improvement, .

. . ) ]
) standards are good, we should make sure our libraries adopt
them and follow them and insist thatvour supphers follow them.

0

‘eneéuch-group which has formed Lknow about because Lam it it
Librariahs United to Fight Costly, Silly, Unnecessary Serial Title Changes
The senal publication associated with it 1s Title Varies, which exists to
discuss serial problems and the k|quofsolut|onsment|oned in this article

. .+ . - .
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Working through standards will be, in the long run, our.most
effective way of producing senal publncatnons capable of bemg
bibliographically controlled
Every new and original idea about serials work that hasexcited me
in the past five years has turned out, upon study. to be only a
rediscovered or repeated idea .Every complaint, every proposal,
every angry author was anticipated in the literature by an earlier
one Likewise. | am sure nothing onginal will be found in this *
article Yet. one key idea. If not new, has not been said enough
Libranians can, and indeed must, influence'the férm of publication
of library materials It (s too late to be concerned. about bibho- »
graphic control after publication If itis unreahstic for us to believe
we can standacdize alt publishing, it 1s unresponsible of us and
+ unprofessional for us not to try

! S,
° Note, - < .
B . ® F\

1 Charles Dickens, A Chrlqtmas Carol” in Five Christmas Nove, s (New
York Heritage Press, 1939), p 22 t <
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nature qf genalsisguchthat, inboththe ALA Cara/ogmg Rules €'
N Author and T/tles Entries &nd the Anglo-American Cataloging
Rukgs (AACR), there are special rules for choiceof entry for serlals
that ? ffer from the rules for monographs While the Statement of .
-Prine:pes Adopted at the International Confegagcé on Catalegipg
Principley {Paris Principlets) leaves much room_ Tar interpretation, J

and contryersyr ardmg serials, It also p‘r0vndesfor special rules
for choice Ofentry ItYsgntions serlalsthree times. The first state- - i

Transactions. etd )preceded"’or followed by the name of a corpo-
rate body, and whigh include some aceount of the acttvmes of the
body. ' The gsecond\statement concerning serials requires main |,
entry under title for those "works (mc]u%ﬂn serfals and penodi-
cals) known primanly oxconventionally by tit athar\,than by the
name of. the author.2 T third statement, also referring t&hﬂe ,
-main entry. but not addres gntselfspecmcally to %»Q;\D ntry
says, 'When a senal publicalons is 1ssued successively
differen titles, amainentry sho did be madeandereach tlﬂefor
senes of issues bearing that title\with indication of at least the
immediately precedingand succeedrg titles, Foreach suchseries
° ofissues, an added entry may bem under one selecte$ title. if,
however, the varTQthé'Tﬁ"tltle are only shight, the most fr/eq uently \
used form may be adopted as a uniform heading for a Issues. e -
. ' Varnous cataloging codes from around the world ha mterp‘reted. )
this minimat guidance in different ways and someHave ¢hosen to
', ignore it. either totally or in part The North A rnfan text of AACR
departed from the principles because ''the commiittee held that the
. inclusionin the title of aserial of the name or part ofthe name of the
1ISsuing corporate body is too powerful a criterion to be nullified
_when,in anusual cases, no accouht of the activities of the body 1s ‘
" inctuded (n the publication. |talso held that 'known primaniy or
conventionally by title¥ is 160 vague a criterion.”* - . \

.

.Y

*Reprinted fromLC Information Bulletin 33 (Ro 47. November 22, 1974),
Appgndix | A232-236. .
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Cooperation and standardization on both 4 national and Ihterna-
tional scale are becoming increasingly miore imperative in the

world of rising costs and with the continued expansion of the body

of knowledge, thereby making bibhographic control more expen-
sive. difficult. ant complicated” Serials are no except:on ¢

Recent activity in the philosophical and procedural approaches to’
senals cataloging and processing 1s evident in the appearance of
w acrobyms and.abbreviations such as ISSN {International
ndard Serial Number), ISDS (Internatlonal Senals ?AZ Sys-
tem). and ISBD(S) (International Standard Bnblnograp Descrip-
tion for Senals).
x / ’

All are directly or indirectly concerned with catalogmg and, to a

_varying extent, all differ from our national standards and practices,

and sometimes they differ with each other. In an"attempt’to coop-
erate. simplhify, and standardize on an International level. many
people have been involved in efforts to resolve tftese differences.
Some of these efforts have been successful but many are stili )
pending. The question of “entry” for serlals rerhalns a major
problem. A

!

Recording of the Title  ©

’

Only the ISBD(S) and the Guidelines for ISDS are directly con-
cerned with rules for cataloging. Since the ISBD(S) concern is
solely withthe rules for’ ‘description,” it is discussed here only as it
defines what ismeant by "title ' It s important to clanfy the mean-
ing of titie ‘because the recordlng of the title relates directly to the
choice of entry $

‘.

2
. [} , ,
-};hé ISBD(S) requires a ‘distinctive title”” but ddes not‘defane dis-

tinctive title as American libranans have defined it in the past. The
48BOD(S) distinctive title is the title as it appears onthe piece and., in
the case of a ganeric term. the term plus the name of the issuing
body (also as it appears on the piece) preceded by a space-
hyphen-space. Another way of looking at it is that there will no
longer be genenc titles, rather there wi be only generic terms
followed by an i1ssuing body—thereby makmg thg title distinctive.
for example *Journal - Amencan Medlcal Association.”

The 1FLA Working Grdup that developed the 1SBD(S) sought to
a{chneve con‘tfﬁmnbullty with the Guidelines for ISDS. Thus, i most
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cases, the distinctive title of ISBDX(S) is the same asthe key title of
ISDS. For thosease.nals which have identical or common tities,
hogvever ISDS. adds gualifying elements to the key t‘nIe whereas
ISBD(S) ge nerally includes the quabfying elements in the impnnt ~
area. While there are other conflicts betwéen Guidelines for ISDS
and i1SBD(S), the appropriate committees are committed to their
resolution '
Change$ have been made in.AACR to make the rules compatible , \
with the ISBD(S) With the dropping of rule 1628 (as announced in
Cataloging Service, Bulletin 108, Aprit 1974), the title 1s no longer
truncated as it was in the past For example, AACR 162B allawed
the catalogerto truncateJournal of the American Medical Associa-
tion tS Journal because the entry was the American Medical As-
sociation With the disappearance of 162B, the title 1s recorded 1
full whele the entry. remains the same. Another major hurdlyg
been resoived between ISBD(S) and AACR (announced in Catafog-
ing Service. Bulletin' 109, May 1974) since AACR now requires that ’
the author statement be added to tittes which consist solely of :
generic terms. The two elements are separated by a space-
hyphen-space. N o ) o

With these two changes, the ISBD(S) and AACR are h basic -
agreement on how to record the title. The 1SBD{(S) has nothing to

' dowith rutéyfor choice ofent‘ry however, the Guidehnes 16r ISDS
are concerned with entry and require tne key title approacn as tne -
main entry forsenal publicayons, thereby commgxmmedlately into
conflict with the U.S standard, AACR.

-y

» I
i
The difference inentry between AACR and the Guudehnheés/(orTSDS
1S a nrajor problem when it becomes involved with changes in
senals because ISSN's are assigned on the basis of-title (rather
than bibliographic entry) and anew ISSN1s assighed only to a new .
title, notto anew entry which, uhder AACR, may be made forerther
change in ussumg body and/or title .

Choice of Entry

3 ).

Forexample, %{ual entltled Est:mate's of Employees by Province’
and-|ndustry Was entered, following AACR, 'under "“Canada. .
Bureau of Statistics.” The Guidelines for ISDS require that the
entry be under the title and that the ISSN be assigned to the title.
When the corporate body changed its name, anew AACR entrywas

‘ required under “Canada..Statustucs Canada. Monthly Employment,

A &
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Payrolls, and Labour Income Section” Since the title did not
change, there would be no new entry nor ISSN urdef the
Guidelines- for ISDS—only an addition to-the existing record to
refléct.the changed name of the corporate body.

There are at least two alternatives that would solve this probiem

One would be to make the ISBD(S) distinctive titlé the entry ele- |
ment for all senals and make added entries for any necessary ° ;.
1ssuing bodies. The other aiternative would be to enter serals that
consist of generic terms plus the issuing body under corporate .

body and enter all other serials under title with an added entry for

any necessary Issuing body. Drafts of a revision of AACR rule 6*
reflecting these aiternatives follow.

Alternative 1 . '
(6) Sernals . '
Prehiminary note This rale for senals (iIncluding numbered mono-
,graphic series) applies also to entries for unnumbered monographic
sernes and to senes added entries (¢t 33N) made for monographsina
series (whether numbered or not) .
(A) Enter a senal under its title. -
If anadded entry s required fora semal, andf the title of the senal
1s identical with that of another senal, add in parentheses the city
of pubiication. If this addifion 1s insufficient, add also the years of
pubhcation - ~ \ l’_ ’
For serials 1ssued by'or under the authonty of a corporate body.
make an added entry for the corporate body. - .
For serials by a personal author, make an added entry for the
personal author \
(B) Itthe itle of a senai changes, make aseparate entry for the issues
appearing after the change. If, however. the change ol avery
minorcharacter, tifsimply.noted onthe existing entry (see 167K)
it the corporate body accordedan added entry for a serial changes
or undergoes a change of name, make ah added entry a!s%nnder
the new body or the new name of the body. »
if the personal author accorded an added entry for serial changes
make an aqded entry also under the new personal author.

Alternative 2
. (6) Senals .
Prelimipary note. This rule for senalis (including numbered mono-
graphic series) apples also to entries for unnumbered n\onographic
sengs and to series added entrtes (cf. 33N) made for monographsin a
senes (whether numbered or not). “ - v
tA) Enter a senal under its title. .
Ifanadded entryis required fora senal, and if the title of the senal
1s 1dentical with that of another senél, add in parentheses the cjty
of publication. If this addition 1s insutticient, add also the years of
publication. . i
For senals issued by or under the authority of a corporate body,
make'an added entry for the corporate body. For serials by a

. 18 . IR
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’ E\)gamples Annual conference proceedings, Annual report, Annug
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. - personal author, make an added entry for the ‘parsonal author
Exceptiof:- . -
(1) iIfthe title ofa ser;alhs itappears on the prece consists solelygf,
a genenc term, enter under-lssulng bagdy if there 'is one
(2) If the title of a serial as it appears on the piece begins with a
“ generic term followed only by the namg of the 1ssuing body*®
., (mitialisms and ‘acronyms are not to be considéred names of
) bodies). enter under issuing-body named In the title.

(B) It the titieof a serial changes, make asaparate entry for theissues
appearing afterthe change following th
as givemin BA.If, howe ver, the change s of avery minor character,

‘ it 1s simply noted on the existing entry (see 167K). )
11the corporate body accorded an added entry for aserial changes

or undergoes achange of name, make an added entry also under
the new body or the new name of the body

If the personal auther accorded an added entfy for a senat

changes. make an added entry also under the new personal au-
thor

*

Under both alternatives, as welil as the existing rule, asolid defini
tion of ‘'generic term’” 1S neeged so that catalogers can come
closerto agreement of both choice of entry and inrecording of the
title. Generic term is not defined either in AACR'or the ALA Glos-
sary of Library Terms, and catalogers have many problems. Are
gingle slibject word titles such as "History,” "Science,”” “Ecoy
nomics” generic? Are “Science Newsletter,” “Research and De- *
velopment Report;” or "Bibliographical Series” generic 7 Are thgy
perhaps common titles instead? Opinions differ widely.

For the purpose of disc ussion, the following gunde_lin.és, based on
unpublished ISDS guidelineswhich have been adopted by all ISDS
centers, are given: '

Vd ~ . x
ISDS definition of generic term. "one which indicates the kind ;
and/or penodicity of a publication ”

N \

4

reporis=Bugget in brief, Bulletin. Circular, Journal, Membershig

directory, Occasional newsletter, Official report, Pamphlet; Pre-

tent or coverage are not to be considered generic.

Examples: Anthropological reports, Seismological bulletin, As-
tronomy, Behavioral science serigs, Chemical bultetin, Clinical ©
science. Science bulletin, Medical series bulletin *

liminary report, Proceedings of the conference, Program, Record,
Research paper, Review, Special report, Transactions .
Titles which contain {or consist of) terfns indicating subject con-

\

L 4
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pecifications for entry
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3 Tities which inciude words other than those mdncat?ng penodicity
or kind of publication are generaily not to be considered generic.
Exampies. Average monthly weather outlook, External trade statis-
tics, Employmegnt statistics, Nationalities papers, Staff papers e
series, Services and organization guide, Summary of general legis-
lation, Technical services program, Training and methods series,
Tutonal lecture series, State salary survey

4 Titleswhich contain (or consist of) acronyms or tnitialisms arenod
: to be considered generic. ( N ) .
. o ' o
. ) Examples B E.A staff paper, BI S, repont, Research report ADM, = .
‘ -Bulletin GT . N J

2

e

5 In general titles consisting ot more than five words (exclusive of
“empty words ') are not to be consndered generic.
[
. [
Examples Directory of faculty, profeSsional and qdmnm.st'ratwe
.staff, and students . Approprration statements by departments and
agencies All funds, Annuaidescriptive reportof program activities
v for vocational education, Annual report National resources and
recreation agencies
) !
‘6 When there is doubt that atermisgeneric, ntwulbeconsuderedthat ’
| it is. -

Solving the problemdfentryis, however, notonly aprobiem onthe
international scale. but aiso a mapor problem on the national anq
local levels PR U }

4 - . . N
¥ A . . A
in any cooperative effort, whether it be international, such asISDS
and CONSER (CONversion of SERials), or nattonal, or local, it _
seems to me to be imperative that the rules for chouce of entrybe
. .such that they can be interpreted in the same way by everyone N
Time could be better spentin néw cataloging ratherthan in the now
» prevalent necessity of recata\ogmg to resolve differences of opin-
~ ', ionconcerning choice of'entry This is necessary because the
existing rules are such that, m asizable number of cases, differing
N . . choices for entry can be made by different catalogers for the same
~— title depending on differences ininterpretation, a mlsunderstand- e
7 ingof the rules, orwhatissues-arein hand at the time ofcatalogmg -
Let me ilustrate Low R
, > . N\
(S -
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B AN dec:desthat he has a yearbook inthe terms of the defmmon inthe
- ALA Glossary of Library Terms and his entry, {too, Js under titfe. A
‘ fourth cataloger, knowmg the publication is annual, may feel that
he cannot consider the pubhcation a yearbook because as foot-" ot

note 810 AACR 6 says that "'the term ‘yéarbook lis to be understood
to exciude a work the content of which 1§ nec ssarily the expres-

sion of the corporate thought or activity of the body,” and SO he .

uses the issuing body as his mam entry. B : .

v
\

None of these catalogefs 1s clearly wrong, but ihey wind up with
two different ¢hoices of entnes and four rahoriahzahons for the
choices [t seems obvious that choice of entry should not depend
on data elements which may not be apparent from the piece in
hand such as frequency, norshould choice of gn ry dependonthe -
cataloger s being able to |dent|fy asenal asamember of classes of
publications wh;gh are nmposs:ble to define precnsely. such as

penodncaloryeva@ook 3 oo
/ .

Another exam’pi;e ncerns catalog versus bibliography. It had
never occured to nals catalogers at the Libraryiof: Congress
,. that a distinction needed to be made between th¢ two until it was
. v brought to their attenﬁon that the ALA G‘gs::%f Library Terms
(#nits the use of bibliography to "'a list of aps, etc:; differ- ,
ing from a catalog in not bei necessarlly a hst of matenalsin a
collection, a hbrary, or a group of hbraries.” Unde‘}’tms definition
New Serial Titles and the Natronal Union Catalog should be en-
tered under authog as required under AACR 6B2 as "‘any other

senal ' Is this distinction necessary” How many librares have
made the same mistake as the Lubrary of Congress"

i

s

..
}

-
RS

|

b

’ - 4 Al K A}

, Legal seflals, oonferences publications cataloge'd as senals, and .

| othersgecial types ofserial pubhcat:onsr present another problem .
sn compatibility betweeg hbraries Nowhere in ARACR's it stated -, .

that any rule for entry otherthan AACR 6 1s to be used for senals
N 9

. Q. . 21r -
B A ,
. I
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Therefore, hbranes'fellowmgz\ACR 6 may be atvariance with the
Library ¢f Congress practice of usitng AACR 20-26 for many legal
§eria!s,_or other ruleqfor other special types of senals

it may be argued that a corporate body masn entry for some serials
is necessary so that senal entries will “coriform” o entries for
monographs AACR 6, however, does not allow senals to be en- :
tered in a way that will match the entries for monographs as de-
tailed in the other rules. For example, bibhographtes and in-
dexes which are monographs are usually entered under the com-
pier. as senals. they are usually entered under title We have beeh
able to live with this inconsistencgy and.other similar ones, and
therefore it should*not be any harder to abahdon the principle of
entry under authprship for senals ent|rely and enter all of them
under title than to livé with the nnconsnstenmes perpetuated by the
presant rules. ! .

- - &

A thorough discussion of the title tnayn entry concept can be found..

in M. Nabil Hamdy s The Concept of Main Entry as"Represented in

the Anglo-American Cataloging Rules; A Critical Appraisal with
ﬁ Some Suggestions Author Mamn Entry vs. Title Main §ntry

The foregomg examples illustrate only sbme of the situations in
~ . which it is impossible to achieve companbmty in chotce of entry
from cataloger to tataloger They also serve’to show that the
exnstmg rules are impracticable and 1mpossmle ta apply uniformily,
thereby requinng expensive editorial work by a single authority in

any cooperatuve effort in order to reconcile the dlfferences
between varying choices of entry oo
Why should catalogers be requ1red tg split hairs in regard to qn-
terpretations of'rules and defmmons? How can an accessronér

" whois working with a check-in file based on AACR be expected to
dealwith these*%ﬂeamngless vanations in eitherrecording an issue
of aserial gs setfing up a preliminary check -in entry which will in
many cases be overturneéd by the eataloger 'who Is also using -
“AACR?” Do patrongunderstand the rules? Doreference librarians?
Do all catalogers even understand? | submit thvat they do hot. tis

. my personal opinion that the rules, which are intended to recog-

) rqze the importance of authorship by affording it thé main entry,
are in practice and in a sfeable number afinstances, not achieving
thisend Whatgnswrongwnhrecogmzmgthe umportanceof authoy- :
ship by rewardmg it withe an adqep entry? The patron 1s served

Al ‘

- ~ ’ .
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. 1 Statement of Principles Adopted at the International Conference on ..
) Cataloguing Principles, Paris, October 1961, Anngtated ed {London, IFLA
| Commuttee on Cataloging, 1971), p 41

Ibld p 101 . . . ..
L4 l( 2 B ¢
. 3 lbd.pp 115-116 . L]
|
. | ‘ . -
/7 . 8AACR P 3 - '
P e \
a

5 The ISBD(S) wiil be used as the basis foy the revusmn ofChapter 7 of the

ZW-Amencan Cataloging Rules . y e -
|

, 6 Exclugve of words indicating grammatucal linkage—for example, "of ¢
" the, dela, and ‘des’ r .

.
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The_International MBRting of Cataloguing Experts, convened in
Copenhagen in 1969.under the auspices of the IFLACommittee on
Uniform Catalgguing Rules (later Committee on Cataloguing), set
ip motion theirst major development in continuation of the suc-
cess achieved by the Paris International Conference on Catalogu-
ing Principles (1961) in the matter of thd principles and general
rules for entry and heading Taking under congideration the study
of Bibliographicai Data in National Bibliography Entries™ pre-
pared by Michael Gorman, the experts of_%he Copenhagen meeting
setup aworking group, with Jack Wells abchairman, charged with
drafting an internationai standard bnbllo‘gr\aphlc description for
monographic publications. There was conimon agreement that the
objective was the development of specifications for the necessary
data eiements, their order of presentation, and the punctuation to
dehmitthem Thesespecifications should be designed to satisfy all
the needs of national bibliographies, and, with whateverjudicious
tntming mightbe desirable, the needs of the ibraries ofthe entire
world it was further agreed that these bibliographic descriptions
were to be made quite independently of.the heading under which
they might appear in listings. The working group succeeded in its
task and brought forth its provisional ISBD(M) 1n 1971, the first
standard edifion was published earher this year Th'e success of
this standard is manifested by the contifuing increase tn the
number of countries that have adopted .

Atthe Liverpool meeting of IFLAn 1971, ajoint working group of :

the Committees on Cataloguirig and on Senal Publications was set
upto draw up an internationat Standard Bibliographic Description

\/ forSenals, taking the iISBD(M) as amodel insofar as pr%cticable As

might be expected, the special problems presented by sanal publi-
* cations made the task of developipg an ISBD(S) adifficult assign-
ment which the joint working group tackled with great energy and

N

*Reprintgd from LC Intdrmation Bulletin 33 (no 47, Novem . féh&)_
Appendix | A229-232 Thearticle was originally prepaed for Inte ational
Cataloguing 3 (no 3, July/September 1974) 4-5 -
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. -devotion The successwe drafts wese prepared by the Chairwoman,
, and the Secretary, Mile M.-L Bos# atand Mile M. Pelletier, respec-
tlve|y

N

»

Probably no data element pr sebted such asevere problem as the’

,title The seemingly countl ss”'Mitteilungen,” “'Mémoires,” "' Pro- ,

< ceedings," '‘Bulletins,” dthe like seemed to demand | "E%
some useful and standaydized way td,be particularized. A solution .

to this problem was found in the adoption of a device which con- ¢

2 sisted of marrying the'author statement to the generic title proper
with a wedding ring consisting of a space-hyphen-space and dub-

bing the happy couple the “'distinctive title.” :

>

With the completion of international stafidards for the biblio-
graphic description of bothmonographs and serials and withtheir,,
- adoption by natignal bibliographies and national catalogmg agen-
. cies, the ultimate goal of one-time creation of blbllog[gphlc de: =
. ¢ " scfiptions, whlct;n cquld then he distnbuted, exchanged and °, Ve
~ - utihized inan country oftheworld should bg achieved. True, there
" “1s stl tg}//:ractable probtem of the languages and writing sys-
tems ySed by the producing agencies in the terms of physical
.. . description and in the bibliographical ndtes but this is really of
secondary importance. The ac¢hievement ofthese new standards s -
the ultimate that can be hoped for within the hmitations of the: N
/’7 world as 1t 1s or 1s hikely to be in the foreseeable future.

- Somewhat offsetting the caveat on the language and writing sys-
tem problem mentioned above s the clarificationthe new standard,.
punctuation bningsto descriptions in languagesthat areforeign to
users of the descriptions. Just as it makes these déscriptionsmore
understandable to human beings, the punctuation can also make

. the various bibliographic areas and elements of the areas under-

N standable (thatis, codable)to the obedlentcomputermthasbeen
provided with the needed sophisticated input programs. This, in
Aturn, will mean a great reduction in otherwise essential human
effort in the process of converting descriptions to machine-
readable form All of this 1s totally new. We never had it so good! , ‘.
8y completely separating the bibliographic description from the
heading under which t might appearin a catalog, the‘descrlptnons
became entirely self-sufficient as such. Heretofore, this had com-
monly not been the case because It was not thought always to be
necessary to repeatin thedescriptionthe name of the author given , .
< in the heading. This was pamcularly true when there was no

ERIC 25
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explicit graimrv(aucal statement of authorshlp but only an rmpllcnt
a!tnbutuon at the heaq of tbe titie

]
/

"Thls new sgf-suff:cnency ofbibliographi /descrlphons, particutarly

of serials. is now leading, ironically, {0 An attack on another IFLA

standard. namely one of those empodied in the "Statement of
Principies forentry and headlngga( ere adopted by the Interna-
tional Conference on Cataloguing Principtes int1961 at Paris. The
begmnmgs of this turn of eventg, which was perhaps not entirgly
unforeseeable. are to be foundjm the estap]xshment ‘ofthe interna-
tional Serials Data System (ISDS) by UNISIST, a UNESCO/
International Council of Scientific Unions program The ISDS is a
registry responsible fot the asmgnment of mternatnon’f standard
serial numbers to serial puplications Assngnment 1s based on the
key title, nornlrally identical with the ISBD(S) distinctivg title Any
change In the key title, other than in an article or preposition,
warrants a new serial nymber Thg ISDS registry of serials also
includes a basic set of blbhographuc data elements. Insofar as™
possible. thefunctnonsofthelSDS aredecentralized bydelegatnon
to anetwork of national centers with responsibility for the senials of
their own gountries Even at the national level, there is ageed for,
reporting by various bbraraesto the natidnal centerin order thatthe
coverage may be as complete as possible In all of thisork,
corporate author 18 at least irrelévant and is sometimes inconve-«
ment . .

’

S

in addition” there 1s a strong.movement in North America fora: *

cooperative effort to‘build.an.on-line machine-re adable data base
of five serialsds ameans of red ucingduplication ofeffort, advanc-
ing automated methods of control, and buxldlng anational record
of holdmgs Those involved in this effort have set up a project

cailed CONSER (Conversion of Serlals) and the coordinatorof the
project Richard Anable, has recommended to his Advisory Group

that the criterion for setting up anew record whena “senal under- .

goes a change be that &f change In key titie Under cataloging
rules the criterionfor a new record would be not only that kind of
change but aiso achange inthe name of the corporate body under
which the serial 1s entered The occurrepce, of changes 1n the
names of corpogate bodies with the canch mitant ¢anfhict between
these different cntersa for setting up a new record. 1s sufficiently
frequent have led to demamds for a change of cataloging rules
for seriais to regunre entrv under titie 1n all cases.

7 v (W4 ’J

Apparently tf’ﬁsfnovemgnt is not pecuhar to*North America As far,
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Sertals set in motion @' Study of the Function of Corporate Bodies

\ In a Senais Catalogue” which 1s being coordinated by Marna Val-
_enti. This.study, 1n turn, 1s being coordinated with the Committee
, “on Cataloguing, with the Committee of Official Publications, and

with Eva Veronawho is engaged In an analysis of the funcuon of
headings for corporat; bodues in cataloging.

~e

-~

- - R 1Y ‘y\ ’
) *  The internationyl cataloging standard for enﬁy and heading is in
« . the'Statementof Principles” adoptedby the ICCPin Pansin 1961.
. Vd - . ‘Delegates to that conference were concerned.not just with the « -
. " ) cataloging of monographic publications, nqt just with cataloging

of senal publications, bdt wrth the cataloging of both fordisplay in
acommaon catalog, in most cases governed by common principles
and ruies. Fundamental principles that were agreed to at this con-
ference were 1) that cataloging requires a system of multiple en- -
tries. one of which is treated as the marn entry and others of which
are treated as secondary, 2) that the main entry should be the
-author when there isa personal author, and 3) that the.main entry
for works that represent the expression of collective activity of a,
corporate body should be the corporate body. Just as there is no
M principle covering monographs, as suoh, there 1s no pringiple
covermg senals. as such Serials are mentioned twice The first
me 1s in a footnote™o the principle settmg forth the cénditions of
.maun entry under corporate body The footnote specifies cond:-
tions*for entering serials under a corporate body even when the
. ) body functiohs more as editorthan as proucer of the content, the
p controlling cnterion here.being the presence of the name of the
i ‘J body in the title ofthe sefial. The othi rrence is tn the pninci-
t ple covering entry under title. Here serials that are known primanily
% or conventionally by their titles &re to be so ent red ] (even |fthey a
the products of corporate bodies) )

.o What, then, |s the |mpact of the demand far arbltrary entry of all

. senals ypder titlte on the IFLA Pans Prmcnples” Fnrst it proposes a
rule of entry that 1s based on type of publication rather than on

- - bibliographical conditions. This kind of a rule runs counterto the
whole history of cataloging rule development in the last half of the

: 20th century. It runs counter to the fundamental prnﬂcnp!es Jaid out

. by Seymour Lubetzky as the g;§iehnes for this historical develop-
ment.Second.1itintroduces an Iementbfnrratnonahtylnto catalog- -

ing with the proposition that if a product of corporate activity is

» 1S§ inmonographic form, the body s to be-considered respon- .
- sle butyhitisissuedin senaltorm, itts, in effect,anonymous. The
_ - I raryofCongressLl,stofSub/ectHeadmgs for exafple, would .
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be entered under the heading for the Library because it isamono-
graphic work but the Annual Report of the Librarjan of Congress
would be entered- under title. The corporate responsnb:hty 1s the
same but the catalogjng'treatment would bé different The pro-
posal has the effect of completely, undermmmg the theory of. cor-
poraté respaonsibility as justification for main entry—not just.for
senals but for monographs as well .

.

2 - Itwill be useful to examine some of the reasons that have led to the
proposed change in the cataloging of senals. We know that some
major bibhiographies and union lists of serials are organized by -
title, the World List of Scientific Periodicals and the Catalogue
, collectif des périod:ques of the Bibliothéque Nationale, forexam-
ple We observe that the impetus for arbitrary entry of all serials
under titte comes not from catalogers of general hibrary matenals
kut from hbrarians whose responsibilities are focused on the bib- \C
liographical control of senals. The investigation of the role of
cprporate bodies in the catalogs of serialsis the project of the IFLA
Committee on Serials The world control of serials by key title 1s the
responsabllny of the lnternat:onal Senals Data System. Thecali for
change of cataloging rules 1n North America comes, by implica- .
“ tion, from the CoordmatorqnheCQNSER Project. Supportforthis ¢
proposal comes from sernals hbranans and bunlders of machine-
. " readable data bases for senials. - t
N\
‘Letus consider senals work in libranes foramoment. One striking
factis the separateness of serials work from other library activities.
RN Thisresults from the highly special nature of the serial pubhications
o and the special requirements for processing themto brmg them
under control and to make them accessible for use by readers.
C) ‘Whereas a monograph is processed once and for all, a serial must
e be prqcessed again and again, issue after issue. The daily volume
* - .of processing operations on senals units exceeds the opérations
onmonograph units many, many times over. Asorter, normally not
. . aprofessional librartan, must consider for each issue he handles:
1) would this be entered unde¥ a corporate body? 2) if so, what
. would be the entry-word? The recorder will record theissue in his >
share of the sort and for those issues for which he finds no record
will have to réeconsider what othet’reasonable possibilities of entry
must be searched. Once entered in the record of serials, most of
the 1ssues will have to be matched and stdred with the accum ula-*
" tion of previous issuss of the serial until enough have been re- .
/~.Cﬁ|¥ed for binding. Again this will jnvolve identifying the correct
alphabetical word-string under wh|ch.the precedmg issues of the )
senal have been stored ‘ ) -

.
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Many of those whose duty it is to supervise these operations Yeel . ‘
¥that a substantial simplification would follow from recording 4nd
storing’serials by their titles. With the issue in hand, what could be»
more straightforward than ‘matchingshe title with the fitle in the
record or the title uns%ar which the earlier issues are stored? This
reasoning is persuasive, qualified only by the observation that
. relatively sight changes in the wording of titles can create insup-
erable difficulties in matchingwbereas the same changes would be .
easjly manageable if entry under the responsible corporate body .
~ were In effect ’ . »
Finaily,! should call attention to the involvemegt of considerations ,,
) ofautomation in this matter THetSPS isan automated system. The
Nationals Serals Data Program, as the_Americarmnode of I1SDS, “
* reports senals and assigns their ISSNFy key title The CONSER
Project contemplates the eventual bui d-up of a national machine-
v readable data base for live serials. This project does not under-
-‘é estimate the importance of retrieval approach by responsible cor-

porate body but Sees no need for main entry under such bodies. | -
Further, CONSER prop,osesthat only achange in key title should: . *

. tngger the creation, of'a new record whereas a change tn name of_»
corporate’main ent?y even when there is no changeé in key title, * -
would require a'new.record under present cataloging rules. .

. , . . < B
, How can this tonfiict in thep es of cataloging for the univer-
- sal catalog, monographs. se ~and all sorts of non-book mate-

) rials. and the needs of those whose uniyerse consists solely of

senals be resolved? The matter needs attention and debate by
thoughtfu! ibranns in order that the wisest course nfay be dis-
cerned and decided upon The Library of Congress is urging this

N attention by the profession in North America. Thus, although my

title 1s Assistant Director (Cataloging) of the Processirig Depart-
ment at the'Library, the recommendations | shall make below are to
be regarded as my personal view on this issue, not those of the
Library, which. at this point intime, has nottaken a position on the s -

s .+ matter ‘ .

‘Of course, | shall S|de with the [FLA 1961 decusuon to accord main
entry under corporate bodies for the publications tesulting from*” "
their corporate activity, monographic or senal. | findthe case for T

“arbitrary entry under title to be essentially weak. If those who

¢ ° process {ncoming serial issues and those who store them can do

) . their work better by usmgthetltle as the meaps of organizing the

. records and the stock of serial iSsues, they should do so. The b
O B N ) '
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Bresent catalognﬁg“rule does not prevent thls.%_ence, the need for
such achange 1snqQt an argument for changing the catalogingruie.
twould notbe amiss, however, to caution that whateverthe advan-
tagesthat will accrue from using title as the criterion for recordm_g

_and stpring, reference demands onthe record and on the store may

sometimesbe veryo“fflcult to fill inthe class of serials with generic

fitles such as ""Bulletin,” Proceedings and “Report’ because
the inquirer will not have thé prece tn hand but will be inquiring
from a citation or else from memory and small errors or omissions
may make the serial unfindable. Absolute accuracy will be a necas-
sary condition for positive response from a single-entry recordor a
singlesentry store of senials p‘y/tbeir.-ﬁtles. .

As for the situation in thesmachine mode, the question of main
entrx by title or main entry by responsible body is practically ir-
relevant. A positive response will occur whichever the approach.
Asfor output, printout by title is possible whether or notmain entry
1s by titie Insome cases, however, the converse would not betru.

The only remalmng drffrculty is the need for maklng a new reco{\
under present rules when the corpdrate main gntry heading

. changes, and the title does not. Under the proposed rule the exist-

ingentry would be updated and retained. Clearly rather more work
1s mvoived under the present rule Another record will have to be
accommuodated in the computer store. There 1s, however, no prob-
lem n‘'relating these records inthe computer. So thisis aIltthssue '
seems to hang on‘.\must we undermine a fundamental principle in
our existing cataloging system because a certain class of change
in serial publications could thereby be handled someyhat moré
simply? | think r’ot ' ;

'
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International Cooperétion in Serials:
Progress and Prospects

. Vg

Joseph W. Price 4
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Recent international developments in serials have revealed issues )
and accentuated areas wherecommon agreement, if obtained, will
facilitate international cooperation in serials identification, de- <
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scnption and control The purpose of this article is not so much to
chronicle events in the deyelopment of international serials ac-
tivities wt ta present the issues. to report on progress in coo’per,a-
tive resolution of problems and areas requiring international
agreement and acceptance. and to discuss the prospects for near
term advances in international cooperation in serials )

* .

’

Issues , ~ : a

Ope of the enriching aspects of professional actwuty/comé fron?

A exchanging of different points of view Thigls nio less true for _ -
ns-who are involved w;th senals Frequently such ex- -

changes aré Trustrated-by a lack of common agreement asto -

concepts and terms Standard.zation becomes.a pame require- A

ment‘for identification_and. productive discussion of issues A

number of nnterrlatmna! oftganizations are working towards im-.'* »

pr0ved standardnzatnon and are thusly faciititating an exopresswn of

the more substantive 'over the terminoiogical ‘aqpects of“cu;rent

|ssues m se&als . ‘

Cholce of Entry N

¢
) 2

Agimportan} issue for all'serrals ibranians s that of choice of entry
forserials Thissubjectisdiscussed ingreaterdepthinthearticles
in this 1ssue written by Mr Howard and Mr Spalding. However,
there are important international imphications which should be
mentioned The Anglo-American Catalbging Rules (AACR) allow
for choice of entry to be title or 1ssuing body. depending upon
certam criteria, such as type of senial:frequency of issuance, and

the’geﬁéqc/nongenerlc charactenstic of the title words (1., »
Journal,’ “Bulietin,  etc ) These criteria have often been .
criticized as being so vague that they are too oftgn inconsistently™ .. i

apphed However with the development of natnonal authority files -
and wyth contmumg widespread acceptance of Library of Con-

. -~
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_gress cataloging, problems of inconsistepcy from hbrary to Ili)rary
may potentiallybe held toan acceptable level atleastin the United
States. .
When going beyond the Anglo-American community to a broader
international arena, thereis less acceptance of whatconstitutesan
issuing body and what represents responsibility for authorship.
Theré 1s httle agreement across national borders on how names
should be expressed, especially when institutions translate official | N
names from other languages into the language or langyages of

their country. Problems hike this have led groups like the Interna-
‘tionat Senals Data System (ISDS) to promote the use of a con-
sistently applied rule of alwaysentering aserial under its title, with
additional added entries for 1ssuing bodies and vanant forms of

title as needed for access. This approach is not without its prob-

lems of course, especially when generic word titles are involved

and when one considers the single entry file. Itis offered, however, |
-asasolution to the problem of inconsistent application of complex

rufes and to thelack of |nternat|ona| agreementon issuingbodies.
Choice ofentryis under review In the United States bythe Catalog-

ing Code Revision Committee of the American Library Association,

which Is currently ;:ons»denng the pros and cons of changlng

AACR Rule 6, ° chonce gf‘entry for ser:als

.

Form of Entry - N
Given that the issue of choice of entry can be resolved, theretisthe
matter of “formof entry" to be considered. ""Form. of entry” is the
~manner i which thedata“chosen forentry isexpressed. Thiscan
range from a teral transcription of the data from the publication to
an entry'structured according to rules and practicgs which do not
always require that data used in the “construct’ be obtainable
from the item being cataloged. There are pros and cons for either
extréme, as demonstrated in the Howard and Spalding articles.
Senals, being of a temporal nature, compound the problem since
there 1s no guarantee of constancy from issue to issue. In some
international’ circles & solutiop has been suggested by support of
Iiteral transcriptyon of entry information as it appeatspr the publi-
cation. This view contends with the problems of issue-td-issue
varlatlon by using broad guidelines to dlstmgunsh between ~ .
“major and "minor’” variations. Minof variations result invdrignmt -+
forms of entry as added entries and major variations result in new |
records. While propenents of this view would have had a difficult .
time justifying the expense of preparing and filing the additional |
. ‘ .
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record nanual files required by this approach, their case is
made s ger bythe dev‘elopment of cooperative consortialinked
by commBnly shared and supported computer—base&data collec-
tion systems, such as the CONSER Project on the OCLC system.

Such cooperative networks allow for resource sharing and low- ~

cost productdistribution ori a scale which allows the small as well

as the large library to benefit from the provision of multiple access

.

points to bibliographic files.

]

In bibliographic description, alack of standardization of terms and
concepts has been particularly problematic. The difficulties are
accentuated in recent attempts at international standardization.
The International Standard Bibliographic Description for Serials
(1ISBD(S)),! drafted and released under the auspices ofthe Interna-
tional Federation of.Library Associations (IFLA), is an attempt to
introduce international standardization in descriptive cataloging
of serials. Relying primarily on the consistent use of punctuation to
“delmit” bibliographic elements, ISBD(S) seeks to group logitally
related information in such a way as to facilitate recognition of the
various components of the description even by persons unfamiliar.
with the language usel in cataloging. It is also hoped that.the
delimiting pufctuation will allow for ease in converting biblio-
graphic damﬂo machine-readable form via mechanized text
scanning techniques.

ISBD(S) 1s currently undergoing revisioWe/eting is

scheduled for October 1975 in Paris). An important aspect of this
revision 1s reconciliation of some difficulties still exigting between

the first edition of ISBD(S) and the slightly older approach rep-v

resented 1n the Guidelines for ISDS.2 Although these two docu-
ments shared some common parentage,their purposes, audiences
and channels of review and acceptance have differed enough tg
allow continuance of a few dissimilarities.

5

»

Since the ISDS is a system, its current Guidelines are intended to
be the first edition of a collection of specifications and instructions
for those institutions participating in the system. As the number of
participants increase and the levels of participation expand, the
collective experience is to feed back and influence the further
development of duidelines. The guidelines da not capnstityte an
official standard—hence their review and acceptance-is of a dif-
ferent channel than that followed by standards. However, tpey
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are based on an internationally ratified standard, ISO 3297
Documentation—Internatiornial Standard Serial Numbering,?

. whichspeaks only to the dataelements comprising a bibliographic
record and does not address nmplementation The standatd does,
however, authorize the ISDS to setup a sygtem to nmplement the
standard and the goals it represents

-

1SBD(S) 1s not an internationally ratified standard as yet. However,
it1s well on its way. It is anticipated that after revision and a penod
of time for reaction, the revised version will be submitted to the
International Organization for'Standardization (ISO) for considera-
tion as a standard. it 1s important to note here that if 1ISBD(S)
becomes an ISO standard 1t will not substitute for the rules of
interpretation and implementation which constitute catélogmg
codes In other words, it wili not tell you what to choose for your

matnentry,” butitwilltell you where the authorstatement should
be placed whep printing or displaying the bibhographic descrip-
tion.In asense then it will be ssmilarto ISO 3297 in that it will defer
to some other authontylor impiementation

The detanlspf ISBD(S) will not be presented in this article. Essen-
tiaily the elrrerit edition of ISBD(S) defined six ““areas,’ separated
by the reserved punctuation’ qu stop, space, dash, space” { =

" Thesg areas are »

1 Tié and statement of auihorshnp area, .

2 Jmpnnt area, : -
~ 3 Collation area. i '3

4 Series area, »

5 Notes area,

6 International Stangdard Senal Number and price area.
The North American position on ISBD(S) revision, drafted by U S.
and Canadian representatives and transmitted to the ISBD(S) draft

- revisers at the Bibhiotheque Nhthroposes the addi-
tion of a seventh area called "NGmerical/ nological Extent
Area. This proposed area consists of the issue or volume number

and.or the date of the issue or volume by which pieces of a senal
are dentified .

Itis anticipated that the final version of ISBD(S) will resolve remam-’
ing dissimilarities in approach between the Guidelines for ISDS
and the ISBD(S). In the meantime, the ISDS Bulletin,* a bimonthly
publication availabie by subscription from the ISDS International
= Tenter (CIEPRP20 rue Bchaumont. 75002-Paris), hisis ISSN as-
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signments according to the order of data elements and the pync-
tuation prescribed in the current edition of 1ISBD(S).

identitying Devices for Serials

There are currenfly two identifyingdevices in use (n serials control
systems, CODEN and ISSN. ACODEN is a five character code and .
an optional sixth character for machine checking which is in- -

“ténded todesignate the titie of a specific senal publication CODEN

was onginally intended to be a mnemonic equivalent to the titles
butas the scope of its application broadened, it was necessary to
extend the originally conceived four characters to five and to allow
for special sequences not mnemonically based CODEN was pro-

* posed i1n 1953 by Dr Charles Bishag$ and 1n 1961 the‘Améncan
Society for Testing and Maténals (ASTM) assumed r_esponsibllltsﬁv'
46f'its maintenance In January 1975, the Chemical Abstracts Ser-

. wvice of the American Chemical Society, a major CODEN user,
accepted the responsibitity and continues the assignment of
CODEN for its own computerized serials control system and on

X " request and payment of a one dollar service fee per title. The

emphasis for CODEN assignment has been tities in science

-

. and-technofogy , .
The Intgrnational Standard Serial Number (ISSN) was developed to
baamore universal serial publication identifier and to correctwhat
~were considered to be problems in the CODEN concept The ISSN N
1s aseven digit code and a required eighth check character, whnéh
is assigned to a unique title (key title) of a serial publication. The
first seven digits can range over the Arabic numerals 0to 9 The
check chafacter, which is considered part of the number, also
ranges (*to 9. but it can have the value X whenever the modulus 11
(8-2 weights) based calculation results in a check digit value of 10 J‘
Unlike CODEN, the ISSN 1s an arbitrany assigned numbercontain-
ihg no mnemonic or intrinsic meaning ISSN are assigned on a
! decentraiized basis with each operating ISDS center using a dif-
, o fefent block of numbers allocated to them by the International
/ - . Céntre of the ISDS (Parts) The ISSN 1s printed ordisplayed as two !
groups of‘fou{characters separated by a hyphen R .

an arbitranly assigned number like the ISSN solves the .
- pr ms of inconsistency of mnemonic meaningencountered by
. CODEN Decentbalized assignimant of ISSN will facilitate a labor
sharing which will permit the_extension of identifying devices to
. disciplines other than science and technology. a prospect which
T ~ could be overwhelming for centralized CODEN assignmenf{’
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The use of the ISSN is not without its groblems. These are dis- .

cussed 1n the article on NSDP by Mary Savef Also, CODEN.and
. ISSN should not be viewed'as one against the other Itis expected
that the two systems of identifying will coexist for some tinie The
ISSN 1snew and not fully deployed and institutional investments in
CODEN use should not be threatened. Both data elements are
defined for many mechine-readable djja collection efforts and
systems Concordance tables aré being prepared so that, when
enough ISSN exist, those systems currently using CODEN should
find a switch over to the standard,the ISSN, a much easier task

“The International Serials D4 System

The emergence of the International Senals Data’System (ISDS) s '
illustrative of international cooperative activity in serials. It also

) defonstrates how components of the information services com-
\ munity, such as hibraries and the abstracting and indexing ser-
vices, can work together. The estabhishment of the 1SDS marked
the convergence of developmental actwvities in serials 1dentifica-
tion and control Ifl‘the United States and in ‘Europe.

InJanuary 1968, Phase | of aNational Serials Data Program (NSDP)

was initiated at the Library of Congress. This event followed years

of investigation sponsored by numerous organizations within the \

United States, including the National Science Seurmation (NSF),

;- . the Commuttee on Scientific and Technical information (COSATI)

ofthe Federal Council for Science and Technolggy. the Councilon

Library Resources (CLR), the Association of Research Libraries

(ARL), the Joint Commuttee on the Union List of Serials (JCULS),

commntteeswnhln the Amertcan Library Association (ALA),and the

three national libraries—the Libraryof Congress (LC), the National

4 Agricultural Library (NAL), and the National_Library of Medicine
{NLM). Much ofthe early thinking in the U. Suggdocumentedin the
Creager and Sparks report, A Serials Data Program for Science in

SO Technology.5 The article by Mary Sauer in this issue reports on the '

current status and activities of the NSDP. )

- Jn parallel with efforts in the United States towards the establish-
ment of an NSDP, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and the International Council of
Scientific Unions (ICSU) were collaborating on the planning of a
world science information system called UNISIST. UNISIST is a
| .non-acronym which represents both the initial feasibility study and
the recomme nded future working groups and programs needed to

v
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implement the system In July 1968, UNISIST and the Abstracting
Board (AB) of ICSU established a joint UNISISTACSU-AB Working
Group on Blbhographlc Descriptions This group was asked "to
identify, describe and recommend the form and content of the
elements of bibliographic data.”"” The Working Group acknewl-
edged a need for an internationally acceptable coding system for
serials and proposed astudy which was subsequently carried out
under contract to INSPEC, The Institution of Electrical Engineers,
inLondon. The final report of this effort, Report on the Feasibility of
an International Senals Data System,®was publishedin Aprit 1970,
and was the topic 6t a September 1970 meeting of the UNISIST
Central Commtteewhich eventually led to the establishment of the
ISDS

While these organizational activities were occurring, work on the
establishment of an internationally acceptable identifier for senals

* was progressing. In the U. S. the American National Standards

Institute (ANSI) through its Committee on Standardization in the
Field of Library Work, Documentation and Publishing Practices
(ANSI Z39) organized, in May 1968, Subcommittee 20 for the pur-
poses of developing a standard code for periodical and serial
publncéﬁons In late 1970, ANSI approved the work of this sub-
~committee’and in 1971, ANSI 239.9-1971, American National Stan-

¢dard Identification Nur%ber for Serial Publications,Abecame aU. S.

national standard At its June 1870 meeting in Oslo, Norway, the
International Organization for Standardization (1SQ) through its
Technical Committee 46 Working Group 1 (TC 46/WG1) recom-
mended international review of the then pending ANSI standard.
After several meetings of the Working Group, 1ISO/TC 46 approved
adraft international standard of the International Standard Serial
Number (ISSN) at its meeting at The Hague in October 1972. The
draft standard was circulated among member organizations for
ratification and, following the 1974 meeting of ISO in Helsinki,
Finland, the $tandard for ISSN, 1SO 3297, was accorded full status
as an internationally accepted standard.

1SO 3297 iInternationa! Standard Serial Nurpborlng (ISSN)

In some respects the ratification of ISO 3297 international Stan-
dard Serial Numbering (ISSN) was the event that brought these
national and international activities to convergence. Unlike itsear-
hier ratified U. S. counterpart, ANSI 239.9-1971, uppn which it was
largely based, ISO 3297 goes a step further by identifying an au- .
thorizing organization responsible for its implementation-—the In-
ternational Serials Data System. In addition, it identifies data ele-
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ments essen{ial to aminimal standardized description for a seriat
publication, thusestabhshmg a point 6f tangéncy with the develop-
ing International Standard Bibliographic Descniption for Senals,
1SBD(S), which s likely to be considered in the future asa candn-
date for ratification as an SO standard

ISSN, when considering the ISO standard, means both the Interna-="" .
tional Standard Senal Number as described above (see "identify-

ing Devices"), and the process of International Standard Serial
Numbering. In the second meaning. a system (ISDS) is directed to
specify at least a minimial description of a serial publication and
apply the ISSN to it as a unique and unambiguous identifier The
standard requires the following data elements as essential to a
minimal description:

Date of Entry (or most recent change)

£

' Cen‘ne Code

-

Keyj Title

VaH‘iant Title(s)
F
Sta{‘n Date

Country okRyblication

Al'phabet of Onginal Titie

impnnt «

Additional data elements are specified as beihg of use in a_standar-
dized bibiiographic description These are:

P

CODEN

Pub}ncailon Status

12 Type of Publication

13 End Date

14 -Frequency 3 8 y
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16

18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25
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Language . .
Universal Decimal Ctassmcanon Dewey Decimal CIass@or

Library of Congress Classification 14
Abbrevuated\(ey Title /
Former Title(s) \ . .

. . e
Successor Title(s)
Other Laﬁguage Edition of
Has Other Langudge Edition of - -
Inset in or Sudplement to <
Has Inset or Supplement '

A )
Related Title(s)

Coverage by Abstracting Servaces

The manner in whichr these data elements are obtained and coded
'sleftto the ISDS to specify throughits Guidelines for ISDS. Forthe 557 .

‘most part, because of the definition of such elements &5 the'key

ttle (which is.essentially the title as i1t appears on the piece’qual- .
ified as negessary by place, then date, in orderto render itunique),

examination of the publication or a surrogate is required. Further- 3}

more, because authonty for ISSN assignment is decentralized by

country or region, ISDS centers requiring ISSN assignment for ) ®
titles published outside of their borders must accompany such

requests with a required issue or surrogate It is important.do

restate that neither ISO 3297 nor the Guidelmes for ISDS specafy s
how the bibliographic data isfto be printed or displayed. Instead
ISDS deters to ISBD(S) thus establishing another link in the de-
velopmg pattern of international cooperatlon in senals. !

1

|
|
Current Status of the 1ISDS Network T Cor e

As of the time of this writing, 11 centers, in addition to the Interna- .
tiongl Centre (Paris), have been declared These are: |

National Seriais Data Program " National Serials Dn‘a Centre
Serial Record Division British Library |
Library of Congress

-39 ,
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. . ‘
Auatrallan National Centre < 1SDS/Canada 5 >
for 1ISDS Natonagl Library of Canada .7

__ National Library of Aus}ra_lna

Moscow Reglonai Centie National Centre for ISDS

for 1SDS"* . .. Fedgral Republic of Germany
IgtematlonaI‘Centre for Scientific Deutsche Bibliothek ) .

and Tecgmc al Information

Centre ﬁltlonalo 1ISDS ~ ' Centro de documentacion )

Bibliotheque Nationale ; clentifica .
: . Consejo national de investiga-
ciones gientificas y technicas

. N

" * Japan National Centre Nationai Centre for ISDS
National Diet Library Helsink: University Library
. * . Yugosiovenski bibliogrataki
. : v Inatitut ”
Institut bibliographique e s
- yougosltave . | 2 il )
' — f/ -t : Y-
N . o— - - : %,
) P e ! - N . %,
~=~Fiye of the national centers are’operational at this time: the Na- -

tonal Senals Data Program, ISDS/Canada, the Unitdd Kingdom
. National Senals Data Centre, the Australian National Centre.for
.~ ISDS, and the Federal Republic of Germany National Centre for
1SDS. If addition, The fgetherlands and Italy have indicated adesire

to.establish centers. : . .
v ‘» . X
. “7 (u . i ° .
ProSpects’lor Future Cooperation = ° . .
The intent of this writer has beer; t5 surfade various issues in . .

\nternational serals control and to highhght cooperative activities.
What then of the future? Will events continue the rapid develop-
ment shown in the past few years? In concluding this article, we

hazard a brief exc¥rsion into an extension of present trends into- N
future possibihties. ‘ . ’

< , . — N
International Serials Data System e L

it 1s expected that the International Senals Data System will gon- °F
f . i

*Includes the USSR, the People‘s Republic of Buigaria, the C'zgghoslovak

Spcialist Republis, the German QJemocratc Republic, the Hungarian

People'srRepublic, the Mongolnan«.Peoplc}'sRepublic. the Polish Peaple’s

Republrc, the Republic of Cuba. 3 P —

) e . e
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. tinueto grow ih size and‘untens:fy mn function, It isexpected thatthe
developing eountries in Asia, Africa and.South America will share
1nthe system; atleaston a nonautomated exchange basis. The role
‘of data exchange between national centerfun the ISDS should
increase, especlall)«as new tectfnofogres become available, For

-éxample, the U. S. Natidnal Center (NSDP) and 1SDS/Canada, by -

. * -~ shanng a common coniputer linkage via OCLC/CONSER, will bg -

- able to éxcharnge requests. for ISSN assignment and feporting of

) ,/ systematrc numbers by retrieving and posting information.to their

’

combined.on-fine datafiles, If the\Unrted,Klngdom and the Interna-
t:onal Centre tIC)jSDS in Paris'wese to tie into the"©CLC or ssmiiar
Al ! systems direct commumgatlon and exchange would be posslble?
among fout of the major ISDS ceruers At the least, magnetic tape
..éxchange,. thCh-lS already in exrstence between NSDP andthelC, -
"wm probably takeylgce among'the other centers . .
, - ' ’

'
. 2 N

. Members of the ISDS commuﬁrtywlu ajso be‘“mtensr‘fymg theit
efforts to pérsuade publishers of serna]'s to pant the ISSN dn the
1ssues and to inform I1SDS, centers.of, md;br changes to the biblid- ..
. graphnc attributes of their pubhcatums This has.begu! to Some
extent n the NSDP. with the ;establtshment of a publishers =~
. felauops functlouahd with expected.sooperation with,planned
. Throjects designed td\exptore and develop alternatn/es forcommu-
* nication ar)d_persuaswn 1’ promoting the use’ of-the ISSN

)
[N - (L ” o XN 0
N - A |
. ¢ - . .

Umting he fnformatlon Commumty ’ » ®

- . ¢
. \ . . »
» . - »

) \'* . . ....-'
* - . . ‘. . ) A

The devtlopment of, the ISDS represents a'combining of forces

¥

between hbfarles and the abstracting and indexihg communnty e,

g!s expectedthat as the ISDS and other cooperative activitie’s, shch .
as CONSER, ({emonstratethe potentnal bénefits to be gained from
cooperatlomn senals control other members of the rnformatlon
commumty such asthe- SUbscrlptlon agencies and publtshers, wrﬂ
findtin ther intereststo become’mvolved As it stanasnow those .
sub,scrrptron agencies which Have developed automated systems

. are éaderfor-the, adyantages to, berobtained from having I|brar|es

vl ,} , order serl\hts by ISSN pranted,in ' reir catalogs. Aiso, the use of a

standard jot¥rnal citation identifier, containing.the 1ISSN as an in-,
f? tegral part, |sexpected to increase, aided gfeatly byits adopt:on by
s u?ch internationally available, on-hne retrieval syséems ds
.  MEDLINE at the National lerary of Medchne . !

- ~

» e . B

N
.
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Network Sharing . ‘ . i .
. i~ . V
4 ' The CONSER network, mentioned repeetedly in this article,’may

H . .well usher in the wave df the future in senals control—giqbal

- ‘nétwork sharing. The CONSER network is international in scope,

P . with Canada and the U. S. joined n participation. Delays in its

' _development demonstrate thé lag between development of :
technologicat capability and its deployment across institutional

. and organizational boundaries. Now thatit has been demonstrated
PR that thlstype of computer-based network sharing canbe dore, it1s

only a matter of'ttme until we see all knnds ofeenals,consortia - -
S comb’me therrtncremental resourcesto generate a larger'whole, a
. - ) system granting more benefits than any one institution could ob-
tain on its own As of this writing, we have only cooperatively

- i computer-bas,ed union hist of senals, with computer-assistedinter-
v, library loan ordering and dispatching. ltis not t taraleapthento
- ‘consider document dehivery ya facsimile transmission-of articles *
e tdenhtned by querying a cgmmon database built thrqugh a shared
' network. These thingsare possible now Thetechnologyexusts itis

o o . these ways R . s T
- - v -
' - . - N A . ~
. R 3 _
o ¢ T “ ' -.,
’ Universal Bibliographlc Control R
' P .f » . . .

itis only fitting fo coriclude this prospectnve view and fttls article by,
' amention.of UYnwersal .B»btfographlc Cantrol (UBG) wivich is the's )
latest watchword oh the international scene Accordlng to Dorothy".*
‘ Anéersop Director, IFLA International Office for UBC, the sub-
L ’ stance of UBC is not new It has been developtng over the past | ¢
Lo e twenty years in the projects sponsored by such internatidnal or-
Y ve O +ganizatiqns as {FLA and.UNESCO. It has been within the past four .
" yearsthatthe appellatton ‘UBC’' has been (I:onscmusly applied to -
.o . these coltecttVe efforts ‘Once these steps were taken, uniyersal
..o . btbhograph:c control became more than just.projects and ac-
: " tvitiestitbecame a concept,a system, an objective.''° So bajit also
. .. with international cooperétuén in serials, which is one aspect of
YBC.Aswereview past, cooperat:ve activitiesin serialswe cansee
e ' .” that the major steps have been taken By no medns are all the
. . problems solved nor all the-details ,worked out,.but international
vse cooperation in serials has gone 1qr beyond |so|'ated or simply .
bilateral projects and activities. Internafional caoperation in serials
has moved from concept to system tn puUrsuit of the objeot.we of
umversal ’btbliographnc control o,

ERIC "' - - oo ‘.

)

»

contributed catalodging data. Soon we will have, in effect, g - T,

‘,.5_ 7., " onlyamatter of timeuntil our-unstntutzons agree to fink together n ..
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National Serials Data Program , =

.l ¢ .

- . Mary Sauer | - S . - ] .

P

Organization .
Asthe'U S representat\/eto the intematioral Seniais DataSystem
(ISDS) the Nataonal Serials Data Program (NSDP) was inttially sm-

. plemented in April 1972 as g cooperattve project under the jomt \
Support of the, Librdry of Céngress. the National Agncultural .

\. Libraryand tHe National Library of Medicine. With the advent of the :
CONSER project, in which each of the three hational liariésand . - 3
other research ||bran@s are contnbutmg dlrectly to the develop- &«

. ment of a national senals data base, responsibility fge the NSBP
) was transferred to the Processing DEpartrment of the lsbrary o7, | | 9~
.. Congress.in 1974, Subsequent efforts to codrdmate thé senals (S
e progassing functione of LC with the ISDS functnon&fe;’whuch - )

NSDP is responsible led to the. fognca} decision to incorporate !he -~

program as a.section of the Pfocess'mg Department's ,Senal 'Rec-

. ‘ord'Division This admmnstratnve reorganizatron has oontnbuged to .
. . the successful development of LC's respdnsibilities as a major

* CONSER participant &nd has served'to facuitate the identification ¢

’ # ofthoseareasin senalscontrolorrlocal, nataonalandmternétaonal . o

o Llevels whach merit study and evalua}ton MY o

* * et e
1" . « e

.
.
. - .

) “ ‘e . v *

-t ~y/  NSDP's Role as an 1SDS Natiorial Center S N -
The International Serials Data System, as estabitshed Within the ..
framework of the UNESCO/UNISIST program, is an international
~ * network of nationtal and regional centers resporisible for the erea- .
) ton and mamtenahce of computer -based dat} banks which con-
) tain essential informationtor the identification of serlals. The goal ..
of the ISDS 1s to proyide a comprehensive and-reliable reqistryof , .
. ‘ serjal pubhicatiors in all languages coveninig all subject areas The ¢ R
. Systemis responsableforaséngnmgtde.achsenaf pubhished under T
4 a given title, aunique and unambiguous numeric code |déntJer
- the International Standard Serial Number (ISSN) L,y

. ’
. -

AstheU S. representauvetothe ISDS, NSDP:sresponsnbleforthe N
jLontrol and assngnmentoHSSN to all ser|a| pubhcatlons issuedm '

FRIC . - 44 L
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~

the United States. Other national or re'§|ohal centers are responsi-
ble for the rigistration of ISSN sp therr regpective countries. Serial
(/\ ,publications issued by intergovernmental organizations {such as
’ . X ¢ the United Nations, Pan AmentanUnion, etc.).are registered by the
o . 4SDSIntgrnatranal Centre in Paris Thelnternatidnal Centre, estab- _
. " . hshed by-the French government and UNESCO. is the central :
~ operational agency for the ISDS and s also re‘sponsable for the
" registration of ISSN for pubhcations issued in those countries
R where national 6r regional centers have not yet been organized, '
Mr Pri¢e s article in thisissue discusses in more detail the organs-
, . zation of ISDS arid the relationships between-the international
‘ Centre and national centers. * ~

'3

NSDP as the U S national centeris therefore charged with a dual
responsibility of registenng U S publications as quickly and effi-
ciently as possibte and.for obtaining ISSN for foreign imprints from
other 1SDS centérs as these numbers are needed by nstitutions in™
thiscountry Since early 1973 currently cataloged serials proc- .- -
. es$ed by the three national ibrédnes have béen registered by the
. - _1SDS. NSDR assigns ISSN to those titles published in the U. S. and
. e réquests ISSN for all others frdm the appropriate ISDS centers.
. Reutlne commumcattohs with. other ISDS cénters are currently .
M N accomphshed tHrough the mail and are thereforg sub;ect to the
. ‘ usual delays and attendamprobIemsassocnated w:th international
_ . '+ . " postal communicatiofis. However, it is'an adequate system forthe o e
~ . present as an mteri(n theasure until more efficient methous are ot
.. tmp,lemented Urgent requests may Be cGmmunicated by tele-
* . . phone or telex provided that supporttngo‘ocumentatton Is,sub- ¢
© . . " sequently provided, This documentaton, which muét.accompany -,
¢ = every requést for an ISSN, cdnsists of an lSDS transmittat forni ,
-« , " containing bibhqgraphicinformation esséntaaltothetdenttftcatlon
. i ofany gvenltieanda physmal repuesentataon ofacurrentissueor .,
- .. ’ "_ volume This ean be erther a sample 1$§ue dr a surrqgdte of the -+
. 1ssue~(e g. reproductuons ofthe cover, tatlepage and/ot mitﬁead)

\ n .

S . .
' With the devetopment of the CONSER pro‘]ect NSDP s exténding

its national egverage to mclude-responsubmty fpr ass!ghmg ISSNto

U S, 1mpnints input by ati CONSER participants. ISUé/Canada s -
. . undertaking the ‘same commitment for Canadian imprints, and

*

‘z"

ISSN needed by EoNSER participants for seridls pubhshed n o
countrte,s other than the U. §.° ofCanada are requestéd from the .
‘ . Jappropnéte fSDS ceriter by either NSDP ar, lSDS/Canada ° )
N ) In addifion tp regastenng tnt!e's mpyt pythe_three n’atnohal libranes -, ~
. . ) Q . ' 4 : "v- - ‘ 1 ’ Y . o ) :
"ERIC - 0 07 o 45 .
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. and other CONSER institutions, NSDR was awarded a grant by the
Nationa} Science Foundation for the “"Development of an Auto-
mated NationalData Base on Senais in Science and Technology.”

. This two-year program 1s utihzing the CONSER project as a

mechanism for developing a machine-readable file of scientific
and technical senals abstracted by the major U. S. abstractingand
indexing services. The development of this database will substan-

. tially augment the international corpus.of seriaititles registered by

the I1SDS to the benefit of all user communities.

¢ r
< - - . o

‘National centers of the ISDS are also responsible for promotiﬁg the
use of ISSN within tbeir territories. Thus they are charged with
es'tabhshnng comfimunications with pubiishers of senal literature
and for making every effort to obtaintheir active participation.
LT NSDP has long recognized the need for this approach and has
'« " recently been able to undertake a more concerted eftort in this
direction The full benefits of this system for the various user
communtties (libranes‘, abstracting and 4ndexing ices, sub-
“scription ‘agents and publishers) will be fuily realiZzed only when
ISSN aré carried on the 1ssues orvolumes of the setjals themselves.
Thusthe NS'D'P'Secuon now has a publishers ligison assistantwho
is working directly with publishersto encouragethe correct use of
the ISSN. For ISDS purposes a publisher has been defined as any
Jperson, company. partnership, association or gtoup of any kind
Y issuing and publishing a serial. As with anyone requestingan ISSN, -
+pubhshers are asked to provide either a sample issue or surrogate
of the Issue asdocumentation for assigning the ISSN and creating
an accurate 1SDS bibliographic record. There is no fee for this
. ~service. Once 1t has been assigned, publishers are expected to
printthe number in aprominent position on or ineach serial issue,
preferably in the top righthand corner of the cover. If a serial issue |
. has an ISBN as well as an ISSN (as may be the case with mono-
graphic senes), the two numbers should appear together, each *
with its own prefix Pubhishers are also encouraged to cite the
correct ISSN in advertis‘ements,\promotional literature or catalogs
- anditis recommended that the number follow immediately, or be
T . ~ |mmed’|a'§ely below the title as advertised. Since a new ISSN must
. . . be assigned if the title’ of a senal changes, this stipulation is em-
’ phasized at the time a publisher is notified of the registration.

’ i 8

-

- - An aadl_nonal résponsibity of 1SDS national centers is the dis-

. semination 9f infofmation fram their national files. They may also

' . maintain duplitate files ot subsets ot thginternational file in order

) to serve.their user com ties. To fulfill this aspect of N 'S e
’ orv .‘l r mwl\l Ifi i pect SDPs\

Q L ? . . ¢
-
?
'
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.

respongsibility as a national tenter, an ISSN Register is in the

. processof being prepared for publication It will listall serialsin the

-

~NO s

NSDP fites to yvhlch }SSN have been assigned through 1974.

e

ISSN withtheir appropriate key titles are also avaitable through the
MARC distnibutionservice in récords for those serials cataloged by
LC for which numbers are available at the time of cataloging.
Catalog cards produced for distnbutioh by LC's Cataloging Dis-
tnbution Senvice Division also carry the ISSN when it 1S available
prior to printing the cards. s

With the final development of the CONSER project and utilization
of the OCLC facilities by the Library of Congress as a CONSER
participant, current and up-to~-date information on all ISSN as-
signed or validated by NSDP will also be available through that
vehicle.

L4

Intem.ational Standard Serial Number

The International Standard Serial Number {ISSN) is an eight digit
number which provides a universally accepted brief, unique and
unambiguous identification code fos serials. An ISSN consists of
seven digits plus a check digit (which is regarded as an essential
and inseparable partofthe number) and is written in theform: ISSN
1234-5679. The check digit is alwgys located in the right-most (low
order) position and 1s calculated on a modulus 11 basis, using the
wenghtmg factors 8to 2. The purpose of the check digitis to avoid

-errors generated by incorrect transcrlptuon of numbersandis cal-

culated as follows - N

Take the digits of the base number 1234567
Take the weighting factors associated

with each digit . 8965432
Muitiply each digit in turn by its .

weighting factors 814 18 2020 18 14
Sum these products’ . 8+14+18+20+20+18+14=112
Divide this sum by thk modultis 11 112:11=10 remainder 2
Subtract the remaindey from 11 11-2=9

Add the remainder to the-right-most (low

order) position of the pase number 1234-5679 '

If the remainder is 10; a Roman numeral "X’ is recorded in the
check digit position.
~ 4 ].7\ R s .
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The $SSN does not attempt to incorporate any sigmficance other »
than the unique identification of a serial. Thus 1t does not reflect
any characteristics of a serial, such as subject, language, pubhsher
or country of publication Blocks of numbers are allocated to eath
ISDS national or regional center by the International Centre and

’ these numbers are then assigned to titles as the publications are
processed

ISSN are asstgned to senal publications, defined by the ISDS as. a

publication in print or nonprint form, 1ssued in successive parts,

usually having numerical or chronological designations and in-

tended to be continued indefinitely. 1t should be noted that this .

definition does not include works produced in successive parts for v

a period predetermined as finite (e.g , muiti-volume monographs

or books-in-parts) and that it does allow for the inclusion of un-

numbered series. However, NSDP does not generally assigh ISSN  ~ | © ¥

to unnumbered series uniess specmcally requebted to do so by ) _(f;'

another ISDS center ‘o

Utilization of the International Standard Serial Number offers solu-

tions to many problems generated by the different identification

conventions of libraries, abstracting and indexing services, and "~

publishers or distributors.in the early stages ofthe development of

- the ISSN as an international standard, 1t was determined that all
users of bibliographic information on serials would benefit. from

. the existence of a large file of titles to which ISSN had been

assigned It was in that spirit and with that goal in mind that the
R R Bowker Company was authorized to assign ISSN to approxi- -
nately 60.000 titles in the Bowker Serials Bibliography (which is
composed of Ulrich’s International Periodical Directory, 14th eds-
tion, and the /rregular Serials and Annuals, 2nd edsion) aswell as
6.500 titlesin the Bowker Serials Bibliography Supplement (1972).

- It was also in that same spifit that the-ISDS International Centre
authorized NSDP as the U 8. national center to negatlate the
assignmentof ISSN to 220,000 titles in the twenty-oneyearcumula-
tion of the Library of Congress New Serial Titles, 1950-1970. A
greatdeal of technical and editorial work onthe part of the Bowker
Company was involved in this  project and their efforts have pro-
duced a valuable source of biblnographnc information-on serials.
However. the ISSN registered by Bowker for titles included in these
publicatigns were assigned to entries based upon vanous catalog- |
ing codes or conyentions which were not always compatible with v
the bibliographic specifications of ISDS. Therefore some errone-
ous assignments were unavoidable and inevitable. Recognizing
this possibility it was determined that, for ISDS control purposes,

« ’ \)‘ o 4 ' -
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the num igned by Bowker would be considered provisional
unti ated by the appropriate ISDS centers. This policy does
notunduly jeopardize the vairdify ofthese numbers, and their us€iis
both advocated and encouraged. Only a small’‘percentage of the
numbers are proving to be inyalid and these are faitly easy to
identify if the followjng guidelines are used:

- . ) . TN\ -
1 If.the publication in question.is+ssued mmore than one part but
. only one ISSN was assigned by the 1 ompany, the number
- is probably invalid because separate ISSN are generally Assigned .
to each section or part. * . &

‘ -

. Examipie

Comparative biochemistiy and physiology ) !
Registered 1n & Bowker publication as ISSN 0010-406X
This number was cancelied by ISDS and replaced by"
- Comparative biochemistry and physiology A
Comparative physiology 1SSN 0300-9629
Comparstive.biochemistry and physiology 8. | : L ..
—~ Comparative biochemistry ISSN 0)05-0481

2 If atitie was inadvertently numbered twice withinthe Bowker Pub-

“hications (1.e.. once in Ulrnich’s and once iIn NST), the lower number

1s generally considéred the vaiid ISSN and the higher one(s) are
cancelled by the appropriate ISDS center:

~

Examples:

Medical assistance : -
Registered in Ulrich s onder titie as ISSN 00478455 .

Registersd in New Ser:al Titles under 1ssuing body as ISSN 0472-7967

Valid number NSSN 00‘47-6455

. . |
Biological reviews of the Cambridge Philosophical Society
Registered 1n Ulrich’s under title as iSSN 0008-2952 . |
Registered 1n Ulnich’s under author as ISSN 0045-40T9 f
vehd number ISSN 000¢-2952 f

and that body changed: generating another entry under the new

name or names, a new ISSN was computer assigned to the new
Bowker entry If the title did not change and if the title is not a .
genernic term, one of the ISSN 1s potentially invalid. Again, the

lowest ISSN1s conmdere;fvalld and all others are cancelled by the
appropnate ISDS center. ’

: 49 .

3 Ifasernialwasentered underissuingbodyin aBowker publication, ' }
l
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Example: (as found 0 Naw Serial Titles)

Argentine Republic Servicio Forestal Nacional

Anuario de estadistice forestal - .
ISSN 0570-8834 Continued by St
Argentine Republic Administracion Nacional de Bosques

Anuarig de estadistica forestal - L

ISSN. 0518-4142 - - ’ i ®

vaiid nukiber I1SSN 05184142

-

ISDS Bibliographic Conventions

~
-

In order to regulate'the allocation of ISSN it was internationally *

-agreed that a citation acceptable to.all ISDS participants would be
used for senals towhich ISSN are assigned. The concept of the key
title as a control citation was incorporated as the "'handle” to .
which the ISSN 1s assigned in any given ISDS bibliographic record.
Specifications for the transcription and co nstruction of the key title
are included in the Guidelines for ISDS. It 1s based upon the title as
it appears on an 1ssue or voiume, ‘with the addition of an author

. statement if the title consists of a generic term. In those instances
where two or more publications have the same title, the key title is
further constructed by adding qualifying information to resolve the
conflict and to create a unigue citation in the I1SDS files. This
qualifying nformation can be place, or place and-date if place
alone s notsufficient, or otherinformation suitable to resolutjon of
the conflict (e.g.. reprmt edition or microfilm edition). A new ISSN
is assigned and a new record 1S generated only when the key title
undergoes what has been defined by ISDS as a major change.
Definitions of whalconstitute major and minor changes to key
titles are also provided in the Guidefines for ISDS. -

, According to these same Guidelines, each key title is “inseparablyl .

associated with sts ISSN'* as an internal control mechanism within
the ISDS network. As the citation to which the ISSN1s assigned, the
Rey title thus becomes akind of *main entry~ in1SDS files. Effective
use of the ISSN by hbraries, indexing services and subscription

agencies 1S obviously facilitated if the key’ title concept is incorpo-
rated in the files of these various communities. However it is not a
mandatory requirement for successful utilization of the ISSN.

One of the greatest benefits of the ISSN system 1s its ability to
provide a brief and unambiguous means of identifying a serial,
regardless of the type or form of citation used. The number serves
as a common denominator which links the varying identification

7
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conventions of hbranes, -abstracting and indexing servrces sub-
scnption agents and pubhshers or distributors

+

What is essentidi, however, 1s that the babhographnc entity created
according to any given set of cata]ogung rules or conventions be
compatible with the bibliographic entity created by a key title.
Addressing the current discrepancies between' the Anglo-
Amerncan Cataloging Rules (North American Text) and the key title
conceptin his articieelsewhere inthis ssue, Mr. Howard's second
praposal would provide for that necessary compatibility iry this !
country. Inthis proposal itss suggested that the AACR be amended
to require title masn entry for all serials except those titles whnch
consist of a genetic term or which begin with a generic term
followed only by the name of the 1ssuing body, in which case the
sernal is entered under author. This provides fof compatibihity-be-
tween an AACR bibhiograptffe record and an ISDS record, since a
change inan AACRmain entry would also be considefed achange
in the key title” Additional specifications for resolving the drffer- '
ences between what constitutes major and minerchanges accord;
ingtothe AACRahd ISDS would sml be desirable in order to assure
complete compatibility between the two systems. Thig is not an
ynrealistic expectation, and the problem is being dealt with by the

" appropriate commitiees, .

To support the ISSN and key titiein an ISDS bnbhographnc record
additional dataelements, considered essential to the identification
of any given senal, are alsq included. They are specified in the -
Guidelines for ISDS as follows

c$

Essential ISDS Data Elements MARC Serials Fields .

Date of entry (or most recent amend 008

ment)

1SDS Centre code (1e . the center re- 008
sponstble for assigning or vahidating the_L§SN)

ISSN b 022
Keytitle \ 222
Vapant ttle(s) - ¢ 26
Start date ) - ‘ 008

~
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Essential 1SDS Data Elements WARC Serials Fields .
Count}y of pubhication * 008 !
Alphabet of original title (alphabet of the +008
title as it appears on the 1ssue This is
particularly apphcable for non-Roman
titles which require romanization for
input.)
. - .
- . Imprint - VR - 260 T

. b
Additional d;?elerhents are providéd for in an ISDS record, al-
. thoughthey gfe not required unles§avaalable.Th,eseincludeiterps
N such as tae'frequency, type of publigafion, language, abbreviated
title, inking entries, etc. ) . ‘
L3

N The bibliographic requirements of ISDS are not as full rior as .
detailed in their specifications as are thosg of the AACR, since thte
ISDS netwbdrk intends to provide a basic biblibgra”phic' record
which meets the general needs of an international commumnity. e
Each national center, hbvyever'. 1s permitted and encouraged to _
aﬁme nt the basic ISDS record in its own files with the necessary
data elements required to meet the needs of national users. This
in¢ludes such bibliographic data as structured author headings
and subject headings.

X

, Thus an ISDS record as provided by NSDP and other ISDS centers . B
serves as the basis for documenting ISSN registration and aiso
provides an internationally ﬁcceptable “builqlng’block" upon
which national catalog|ng agenties and others can base a com-

* plete bibliographic record suitable to the needs and requirements
of their constituencies
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After years of study, reporting, proposals and counter-proposals,,

but httle actual activity, ibranans have, for the past three'ﬁears_ *
*witnessed a tremendous amount of activity in the area of biblo-

graphic control of serials. This has been true not only at the na-

" tional level, but also at the multinational and international levels. . |
This active pace has been nurtured by library interests, traditional |
as well as advanced, and it has actually been preﬁipitated‘by the ,
very aggressive commitment and involvement of the information
industry and the abstracting and indexing (a & i) services. It is -

. perhapsthis strange ¢should itbe ?) overlapping of interests at just

about the same time that has caused furor and fear among those

, who look at bibliographig control of serials as primarily p\;bblem

* of cataloging. cataloging rules and card catalogs. The jend does
notseem to be the achievement of the typgofbibliograpHic control
that can best serve the ultimate user. but mam!blmng he "integ-

. [ nty" of the card catalog. Aside fromthe check-in, claim ng. order-

ing, locating, shelving, binding. histing and upion listing, what _ >
hbrary depends solely on the card’cataldg for provndm accessto * A
! serial mater:als’? - 'y

The CONSER Project (CONversion of SERials), established under
the Council on Library Resources, js responsible for building an
automated core data base of bibliographic records for serials
which will be available as an authoritative source fqr use at all
levels, local, national and international. In this paper/l shall not be
providing a detailed description of the ongin, thé ordanization, or
the detailed operational concepts and procedures of CONSER.
These have been published recentlyin many papers./l have sought,
however, to provide an analysis of the CONSER Project from the
point of view of an academic libranan, and as one/who hasbeen
involved m reference service functions invarious capacities. | have
sought to minimize looking at this topic from abiased pointof view,
. butimust admit thatthe analyses and conclusion5 presented here
could not be 4§ comprehensive were it not for my two and a half
¢ years experience asDirectorofthe Ngtional Sepials Data Program
. and my previous experience as the Assistant/Chief of the Serial
Record Division and'Head of the Newspaperand Penodical Sec-
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tionat the Library of Congress |, therefore, donot apologize forthe
fact that the views presentgd here may be biased by the many
dicussions, formal and informal, that | have held with ali types of .
hbranans. information specialists, automation specialists, refer-
ence service providers and users, and a myriad of individuals
whose lfé has been dedicated to senais at both the national and
international level. This analysis 1s based on one premise, one that|
- have notbeenoriginal in espousing, but one which has been stated
as the goal of many. Namely, this is the establishment of anational
data base of bibliographc information on serial publications thatis
—=’flexible enough in its utilization to permit subscription agencies,
hbrarians, information centers, the abstracting and indexing ser-
. vices and the primary user to have an unencumbered access to the
information belng sought. This national data base should be estab-
lished with adequate flexibility to permit maximum utilization of
information being produced by other foreign national data ser-
vices and to increase the ability to bring about universal biblio-
graphic control.

co

Serials and the Card Catalog

In most situations wherersernials are concerned, the integnty of the
card catalog is fictitious because of local conditions. | have had
exjensive work in the bibliographic identification of and searching
.7 forsenal titles in the Library of Congress and can state that only a
fool, or one who does not know better, would rely solely on either
the LC Main Catalog or the LC Official Catalog to identify or locate,
senals In the Library of Congress One has to look in the Official
Catalog (forget the Main Catalog), the Serial Record, the Serial
Dwvision Catalogs (including the Binding Catalog), and then hope y
: that one has had enough sense to distinguish between the myriad :
changes In structure that private.and public publishing organiza-
. tions go through. Those may or may not be reflected in any oneof , /
the sources (and there may<be only one source) mentioned.
e
) Perhaps other libraries have better control of the situation, but
. thenthatis only possible where serials have been given a priorityin
congern That has not been the fact in the Library of Congress..
.. There have been good signs, in the past few months, of a signifi-
cantchangein evidence of LC's commitment that provides hope to
those who are concerned wnth serials. A new administration in the
Librarpof Congress cannot'i ignore the clamor and the action and >
o the momentum that has been generated in the past two to three .
years. CONSER is the personification of the fact that the Library of
O - v
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. : Congress Ras dropped the ball (shoved mto its hands many times)
. and that thedibrary and Lnformatron commuhities, Were desperate .
! and deterrmined enobgh to sed it d(oppedfor the lasttime. That Ball .

: 1s ibw in CONSER' s'hands Itisinthe interests of the communities
that itnot be dfopped again. All, those who' agree and those who
disagree, have tdomuchat stake to' go through othertraumas with

- a vanety of ball carrier$ CONSER must be made to succeed! That .
~Hoes Hpbmean an end tothe catalog. What it means is that efforts

O ‘ ‘must be madeto see.that CONSER, at a minimum (wrthoutqgettlng
too deepty into thedetarls) achievesits prlﬁrary scope. Let s faceit.

-

¢

. What is the aiternatuve” We have been talking, writing, and rewrit-
* ¢+ Ingsince 1965 550ut an. aptomated serialsdata base. Well, wedon’t
. have d better dea, ahd singg,we don't, let's make "this rdea better. .
‘ * PR & L .

I3 - ’
- ' *

. » . . ¢
« "WRhy Have an On-Line System for Serials Controis?-
Any efficient wlnzatlon of serial publications, whether on a local
.. autonomousbasis, or inany cooperative venture, requires a defini-
- tive and standardized program of bnbllographlc control. Efforts
- Jrfoward achieving this end by libraries have varied, dependmgupon |
’ ! indwvidual needs, traditions and the inevitable rdlosyncracres of , |
, exrstmg manual systems Perhaps stillthemostcommon sourceof A |
control for most research institutions is the tradmonal card .
‘catalog—an immgbile, statlonary system fifitted to in-house use, 3
and bullit uponthe catalogmg code operative atany pointintimeby °
any one orgamzatlon Cumberséme p.olrcles of superlmposmon
\ (necessary to accommodate changes in cataloging pracedures
_ overaperiodof time) and difficulties in maintainingacard flle that
" grows in direct proportion to the grownng population of new and
changed senal titles led many hbrarles to pursueother possmmtles
of bibliographic control. N . -

\ N +

Y

A fairly recent innovation,emn terms of wide acceptability, is the
book catalogwhich permlts greater moblhty ease of mamtenance
nd hence. easier access to an msmutlon s serigls collecti®n. - . P

- Supplementary to (and in some cases as a substitute for) the card

. le or book catalog, many libraries and other research organiza- - T

. tions provide mdlvndualfy produced, dnrectorres of holdings which .

provrde a ready reference andrguick accéss to serial holdrpgs via '

record sc ontammg minimal data sufficientto identify any one title,

"These directories are highly portable,-easier to develop and main- > . )

tain, and facilitate the dissénmunation of local holdlngsmfo!matlon e
. be?ond the. physical confinesof a bunlqu Theymaybe produced

Jgn hard copyormfache form. Inacooperatrveveln Unan Ilstmgsofq P ce
Qo . . . , :
" - - n* ” ¢
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: senal pubhcétlons oqlocal regional ‘and national levels became
_more and mofe neqessary Amﬂherenrproblerﬁ inthe compilation
of these union catalogs 1S the» mevntaﬁE’daffWTe‘n‘countéred tn
_rying effeotively to merge records from different sources which

. ," have been created according to differeat cataloging codes and °
mtfhographnc tradmons into ‘one, cohesive and conststent babho- .
graphictool Theformat, coverage and content ofthesedistsvaries,  *
dependmg upon bibliographic fesources available, financial sup-

T port and the\needs of the cooperatlng stitutions .

- . . <
Supplementary but equallysmportant, 3 € the types of biblio-'

. . " graphic contro{ generated and used by the numerous absti_actmg

¢ and indexing services Many services are separately gublished it

) ‘bulletins, which are printed penodically yn the form of current’

awareness programs, KWIC indexes, table of contents pubhca~
tions and abstracts orindexes, others z are issued in cm,d form only*
some appear as aregular featurein a]ou“mal anumberof servnces
> are issued in a multlpllcny of forms printed bulletins, cards, .
magnetic tape ormicrofilm Unfortﬁ’nately, thea & |serv1qe§do mot.,
" ajways utihze the same form of.entry for access to ‘senaf publlca-
tions that libraries dp o attan’ optimal efficiency.in coordinating
the efforts toward btbliographic control between hbraries and the
. a& services, a standard and compatlble means of ditation and

/bnblwgraphnc descri'pngrr'acceptable to both 1S mandatory .
‘. “‘

- Heretofore many libraries, resealrch mstltutnons and thé a & | ‘'ser-
vices have been hampered by burlt-in handncaps’mherent in any
system which depends upon manual.-development mathtenance , .
- and dissermination. The growmg emergence of compufer technol-
’ ‘ogy and the application of automated data processing techmq ues
to bubhographnc syStems promis€ greater ease in meetmg thé de-
mands of the varied user commututy. in the absence of nationallys ~ -
and mternatlonally recognized standards? most of the efforts inthis -
“ . direction have been isolated, individualistic approatches on a locat
or regional level resulting in duphication of effort in many in-,
) stances, a lack of coordination inform atand confent, and a result-
'* f, ing inability to coope_rate ardinteract with other systems effi-
cienty, despite the fact that this 1s the end most often sought by
+ those actively pursuing.this approach. . ’

. As computer technology increased in §9ph|st|cat|on and availabil-
ity to hbraries and other institutions concerned ‘with senals use
begait to be made of 1t in an effort to provide some means otlocal
. senals control. Initially, these efforts concentrated on the produc-

tion of vanious title finding lists. There are*obvious advantages to

»
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using a cbmpufer for-this function snn@e it would easily produce’ .
vTlumes of lists in multitudirious copjes at rapid speeds. Sghemes

for designating various leveis of specnflcatlon to an institution’s .
holdings were incldded next Eventually. some mstntutnons who . ‘-

. had the‘c‘omputnng power and financial resources. caried ovar

[—

.

|
1
. effective cooperatlon +n file buiiding and file sharing which this. ', o '°’~“

-

A

)

into other areas of library serals contral, such as binding, routing .
of issues, staiming of iss yes andeven prediction of arnval ofsenal « « |
issues Two basic charactenstlcs aré notuceable upon comparison : .
of,most of these systems - - a

P R K

Tﬁeygenerally contain information which s subject fdnmmednate
obsolescence as soon as it is added to the maching fil€, due tothe
factthatthe systemé gperate ina batched enviconment for informa-
ALionwhich is’subject to frequent changes. *

& . . . ’, . M_"
They are all highly customized systems which were developed for . ° L~
procedures ahd operations 1n,0one institution or, at the most, an, bt
interijbrary foan consortium- type group of several iristitutions.
' : r * : - ;. ’
"Faultis not to be-found i these eaflier efforts, The computer-was oL

emerging as.a tool of use to libranes and serials was.one aréa .’ -
where 1t cotld be effectively utiyized. Systems were batch pro- T
cessed because there wds either nothing but batch pmcesmng '
done at the host conlputerfacmty or,4f on-pne réal tu'ne tnteractwe
processing was supported, guiﬁc:en: Know how mstnfccauon or
polical weight did 1ot exist to bring about an om}xﬁe operation,
Pro%ablwhegre?agzamxsfonune howev;ar was'that ma fofthese
‘developmental activities4ook plage ohan mdmdual basos withno
coordmagon or cooperanon in ev:dence« .ok . -

. oL
,'fhe techno gy -and avanlabmton sophustlcatedon lineinteractive
grienjedco mer systems now makes it imperative toconformto
anen-line systemforsenalsnfthe job of serials control is to bedone
right Thisis true notonly for the benefitof currency of data, which '
anan- hneenwronment facilitates, but also inthe potential er more’ "~ ° ';«

type of capability provides These two rdeas cooperation and the <
benefits of on-line processing, are dommant in the CONSER
philosophy and form the basis of its very. exustence Phot

-

What Is the coNsen Progem? e

” -
. .

-

From a recommgnded Cooperatrve Cenvarsron Prqeét whch re-
_:Sulted from the Hdeliberations’of'an A¢' Hoc Discussion Group-in
Sena)s Ddta Basés‘ camea Com)'e!rscon of Senals Project called‘the

-

. . .
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~
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- CONSER Project.2? Discussions en the detailed implémentation ’

h v ! aspects of the project moved so fast that reports and documenta- .

s . tion were out of date by the time of dissemination in print. The fact '

- e . that up—to-datemformatlon would notkeep up with the momentum .
' of the Project left'The profession uninformed. Several recent *
documents present the statys and future plans as CONSER be-

corhes operational. 567 &

. . oo .
The stated purpose of CONSER S "to build a ) core data base of R
‘ b:bhographlc information on serial tifles to be available fot useon -
S - the international, national, regional, apd local levels.”® In order. to
" ehmmate confusion overexisting programs, the Councilon Library
' Resources (CLR). thmrg’amzatlon coordinating ano’managmg
: CONSER has made it clearthat ‘this is afile-building project; it is .
not4 tenderLthecome an ongomg natmnal or mtematlonal se- r'E -
-~ - ~TTTTThals data system 9

s ©

.

-~
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- Theé Councn\ﬁn Library Resources  has stated that "'the mtentlon of
‘the Projectistp establish a comprehensive data base of senal titles-, .

imasuch a way gs to &ccommodate the past, present, and future P

-0 standards offormat, deschpuon anddentification where they can
5 . ) be ascertained. itis notthe mtentlon of the Project to establish new
. standards In any atea."'? N ‘

P TR CONSER will; of co se utilize existing standards as they are, N
- .where poss:ble without modification, as in ‘the use of the interna- '
tLorx,al standard forxhe mmumcatlons format at levelone (struc-

ture) namely 150/2709." .

. At the second,lével, that 1) tagssand content designators, there ° ’

. existed mmowes in\the formats utilized in LC MARC Se-
) nals fdrmat, the Ganadian MARC Senals communications format, =~ .
and tf the 'Natichal Serials Data Program’s internal format. Adjust- ‘

ments—'have been made to recongile these differgnces. Thus, stan- -
: darduzatnon has been achieved at wo levels. 1t| at the third Ievel

prom:ses had to be made. The major compromnse was between
having an authotitative fnle of records in, CONSER from the very

.o
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withtheir own catalogs and cataloging practices. The compromise
, was to dlstlngmsh between current and retrospectivé records.
.. _CONSER particspants are required to input records for titles that
- arenewly rewsed ornewly ca\ralOQed at their mstitutionsaccord ing
= 1o aset.of agreed-upon principles established by CONSER. Hope- .
fully‘participants wiljthus be able to know if that title already hasa

,/‘ record because they should be using.the same entry. Even if they.

3

do not..the system does provide*for alternative searching
¢ Ehanlsms Therefore, the prohiferation of reo6rds for a particu-
2 lar new title hopefully will be avoided. It)s expected tifat Library A
"\,- wili not feel that'its Anglo-Amevigan Catalogrng Rules choice for
’ héadlng isa better choice than Library B.'2 Eventually, the Ligrary
of Congress and the National Library of Canada, as the CONSER ‘

. designated Centers of Responslbnllty wnllget thlstypeof problem - ., T
.~ 7 resolved

The ma;orcompromwse n CONSER wds rn what has beerr’called the -
retrospebtwe conversiort 'W:th the e)sceptlon of the lerary of
‘Congress and the National Library of Canada, CON3SER pamcl- «
pants "will be allowed to, mput their cataloged records as they °
<“'exist. They will not‘be asked:to Venify thatthe form of heading is
accordmg to AACR, ndr. will they be asked to split Up their latest
« title cataiogmgm the AACR-reqinted successiveentry practnce SEE ; !
The primdry argument for aCONSER type of pro;écthas beenthe -
shanng of responsrbnlmes andthe sharingofeosts.in reality,in the .
bu:ld up ofafile of recocdsfor(etrospex:tlve (prevrously cataloged) ST
tittes, the participating institutions'will not be contributing to the, )
cost of establrsqgng a file of authontative, récords. "Theiprimary.
burden will still be borne, through what hg,s been called.a post-,
editing process, by the lerary of Cong;ess\:nd the, National,
Library of Canada In effect, there hgs been a agreéme’ht todisa: -
. gree orr the impleméntation, of the set of agreed upon pnnc:ples
descnbmg the data elements——taggmg conten(desrgnators con- i
tents. Essentially, “dirty records will be input to be cleaned‘up at E
¢ sorme date by LC or NLC: The participants will b building vp this:
- file utnhzmg the 80,000 records from the anesota Union'Listof '
~ Serials (MULS) and the composite records from the LC-MARC
* Senals asthe foundation It1s understdod { at non-AACR records
which exist in the MARC*Serrals files will be exp,ungeqp Thisis not’
trueof the MULS file. While alimitedeffort has been unQertaken to
break out latest-mle entries into successive entries, there stillexst
many records which are under latest tltle as well as many records
which still do not conformi to the AA'CR'form of heading.

‘ . -
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What Does GONSER Mean Yothe User Community?

' Whrlepammpatton n CONSER 1 rmtratly imited to a stati number
of research ibranes™ the data base treated thereby'is avatlable 16
a large number of hibrady systems whith are tied into QCLC. The
Library of.Congress will, of course, dlstnbutethrough MARC Se-
nals all thé record$ it has input (essentially what is now already
available through MARC Stapes),f recordsithas updated, authen-.
ticated and,Or to which i1t has attached its. topatlon or relocation
symbols. These are essentrallxtrtles for which records have been
fiput by any participant andwhich LC.has changed forwhich it has
verifled apydataelement orduthenticated the name fields, U.S. key
titlesand 1ISSN,.or to which it has; added NST locationsymboi(s)on
the basis of reports from libranes thtoughout Itis not clear '
whether LC will be inputting; after verlflcatron all reported titles
comng irito the exrstlng New Serial T/tles mechanism., , !

Thus dependrng on the' commitment that it rs able to dedlcate to
this effort, the Library of Co’ngress could provrdethosemstttutrons
which are ngt OCLC or CONSER patticipants with” bibliographic
gatain machine-readable form, in rdiorm(rfthey arewanted) in
printed form (book catalogs) microform. -

. Al

The faster LC moves in authe nticatingthe essentral data e!ements
within records that4t has not input, the faster the community asa
whole can bénefit rom CONSER. The problem is that LC 1§ again
expected tomr the brunt of the w0rkload granted, through a
refmed mechan}Sm The Library of Congress has failed the com—
mumty inthe past because of a lack of commitment LC's particjpa-
tion i a national senials program Has been lacking 1n enthusiasm. )
LC sparticipationina program which is not only sponisoted by the
Councit on Library Resources but enthusrastlcally jnitiated and
spurred on by the Nattonat Library of Canada and ;omed it with

M * -
e : I
‘CONSER pamc1pant§are the Library of Congress, the National Library of
Canada. the Natiopal Library of Medicine, the National Agricultural Library,
. the State Unwversily of New York (SUNY), Ngw York State Library, University

of Cahfornia, University of Minnesota, Yale Unwersity (a member of the °~
Research Library Group afd-NELINET), and Cornell L{niversaty (also rep-
resentative of the Five Associated University Librares systeny).

1 All serials cataloged at the Lrbt’ary of Cpbngress are included, tha? is, all

languages and aiphabets in a romanized form, as well as series which are
Qprocessed as collected sets and whose parts are not analyzed for mono-

graphic cataloging

-
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great expectations by some of the most influential library systems
in the U.S., will, perhaps, uitimately elicit the commitment needed
to succeed.

its quesﬁonable whether the Library of Congress can acquire
adequate staffing to clean up the resulting file. The Library of
Congresshas beendesignated as aCenter of Responsibility for all
name fields, key titles and ISSN. Thus, it 1s planned that LC willhave
a prime post-editing responsibility for providing headings accord-
ing to AACR which it has in ALA form The ALA form will aiso
remain in the CONSER record.

There still lies the problem of the principles of successive entry vs.

latest title. It is expected that participants will enter a record under
latest title and witl not be breaking it up into successive entries. Wilt
the Library of Congress, in addition to its responsibility for de-
supenimpositior of the headings. undertake to split up latest title
records into successive entry records? This 1s the more com-
prehensive an undertaking and may be more difficult to resolve
once a record has been entered in the data base. in some in-
stances, LC may not be able to provide AACR forms of heading
unites$ a latest title record is split The resolution and the speed
with which such records are made authontative by LC remains to
be seen.

What Does OCLC Offer to CONSER and Vice-Versa?

The OCLC Serals Control system 1s operational, although the
program for the printing of catalog cards for serialg+ewot expected
to be available at OCLC until summer 1976. The system’not only
permits the searching for and input of bibliographic dataon serials
but also provides the ¢heck-in capability. Thus, OCLC, which 1s
serving as the de facto national cataloging resource for mono-
graphs for an ever expanding number of user institutions (over
400), and which 1s now extending tts coverage to serials, s theonly
existing on-line interactive system capable of handiing the mag-
nitude of data and the variety of interests shared by CONSER
participants. Therefore, OCLC pgovides the mechanism which
would otherwise have had to be created. Also, the large number of
participants inthe OCLC system expedite the process of creatinga
large data base This, of course, has its own disadvantage, espe-
cially in dealing with bibliographic records on serials. How much
duphcation will there be? How much confusion will this create?

It is true that many of the CONSER pérticnpants are also OCLC
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users. Those who are OCLC users wiil also have the check-in
capability. CONSER participants will not, unless they negotiate
-separately with OCLC. CONSER participants will input their
records into the OCLC system, then notify the Center of Responst-
bility (LC or NLC) by submitting a surrogate (reproduction of title
page. cover, or masthead) which will serve as the triggenng
mechanism for authentitation and/or assignment of main entry,

‘. key titte arid ISSN. The Library of Congress and the National
Library of Canada will also, of course, be inputting their own
recordsand thereby upgrading records which may already existin
the file. "

Thus, OCLC participants will benefit-from the input of some of the h
nation s foremost bibliographic centers as well as from the. au-
thoritative records provided by LC and NLC. They will also benefit
from the input provided by the participating members of the Na-
tional Federation of Abstracting and Indexing Services, whowillbe
snputting datathrough the National Seniats Data Program (NSDP)

NSDP is also currently working on a spetjal project supported by
é: ? the National Science Foundation to produce an authoritative bib-
liographic data base of scientific and technical senals.

-

The basic questions that remain unanswered are. Will the nation's

kbrary and information systems be satistied. gfter many years of
.. waiting. to continue to wait until an authonth?ive data base is

* created? Will OCLC users be satisfied with locating a variety of )

recordsfor asenaltitle and selecting one of those records for use, T
‘orwili they wait untifthere s arecord with the LC segl of approval?
We, as OCLC participants, have not answe red these questibns in
trying to determine how to achievk maximum.benefit from the
OCLC Senals Control System. But we have to answer, we have to

find the way. because there ain't no other horse in sight, and we ‘_'§—<
gotta nde, we gotta move. ' .
. , .
" A l A -
’ R
Notes . -

1 Richard Anable, 'The Ad Hoc Discussion Group on Serials Data Bases
its History. Current Position, and Fufure, Journal ol Library Automation 6 '
* - (no 4, December 1973) 207-14

L]

ERIC .82

r .
Full Tt Provided by ERIC.




-

-

O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

-

Ll

.

¢ . .

L

2 Lawrence G. Livingston, "'A Composite Effort to Bmld an On Lme Na-
tional Serials Data Base.’ Library of Congress Information Bulletin 33 (no
5, February 1, 1974) A35-8.

3 Loss Upham, "CONSER Cooperative Conversion of Serials Project,”’
Library of Congress Information Bulletin 33 (no. 48, Noyember29 1974).
A245-8. 4

4 Paul J. Fasana, "Impact of National Developments on Library Technical
Services and Public'Services, ' Journal of Library Automation 7 {no. 4,

December 1974): 249-62. ‘ )

§ Council on lerary\?esodrces. "CONSER !:'"Ian." mimeographed
(Washington, D.C., 1975).

8 Lawrence G. Livingston, “The CONSER Project: Current Status and
Plans,” Library of Congress InIormatlon Bulletm 34 (no. 7. February 14,
1975) A38-42.

’ 7 RtghardAnable."CONSER An Update."JournanIleraryAuto;nation8 s

{no. 1, March 1975) 26-30.

. v

8 Council on Library Resources, op. Cit,

9 ibd.
o ]

¢
10 Ibid -~ °.
11 International Orgamzat-son for Standardization, I1SO, 2709-1973.
Documentation—Format for Blbllographlc Information Interchange on’
Magnetic Tape y s

12 CouncH on Library Resonﬂ'ées. op. cit.

13 C Sumner Spalding, ed., Anglo-American Cataloging Rules, North
Amernican Ed_ino_n~(Ch|ca90' Amenican Library Association, 1967). |

x . -
3




-

L |

CONSER Inter-Relationships* \
- |

) J

Lawrence G. Livingston

.
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e

The following statéments are keyed to the diagram 1n the chart.

1 .The interim responsibility for the management of the CONSER

a

project rests with the Council on Library Resources The Council
also provides partial funding for the project. During the project, a
more permanent arrangement will be made

There 15 two-way communication between the GONSER Advisory
Group and the CONSER management staff at the Councit on
Library Resources

itisthe responsibility of the CONSER Advisory Group to inform the .
U S.and Capadian library communities, the publishers, and the
abstracting and indexing communities in both countries. The Ad-
visory Group s aiso responsible for informing CONSER manage-

.ment of the reactions to CQNSER from these communities.

t

Thé‘bhlo College Library Center s system s the interim host site for

the CONSER data base. OCLC's staff and management work

closely with the CONSER management, Centers of Responsibility,

and the Adysory Group to impiement the project. - -

The initial files are loaded from magnetic tape in a batch mode. ®
Shown age the Minnesota Union List of Serials, the LC MARC

serials. and the Canadian MARC senals. There may be otherinitial -
files -

<
.

ER)

|

Afterthe initial files are loaded from tape, the CONSER participants
shown in the*left semicircle begin their input on-line.
Periodically, on prior arrangement with OCLC, each user institu-
tionmay gét tapes ofits own records from OCLC These may differ
from other ‘CONSER records in that they contain local data.

5

-

*This matenal ongmatly appeared inthelC /nlormauon Bulletin 34 (no 22,
May 30 1975) A87-89

- ' «
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.

8 This shows [hat Yale is also a member of the Research Library
Group and NELINET Cornell University 1s a CONSER representa-

tive of the F\/e Associated University Libraries syStem

9 Other OCLC 3 ers who are ndt CONSER parti¢ipants also input

serials records to the data base and have on-line access to these

records. \ ' . <
\

10 After the initial files are loaded, there i1s a constant interaction
between. on the ohe hand, OCLC and, onthe other. the Library of
Congress and the National Library of Canada Thesge two libraries
inputtheir own senials records. theyreceive separate tapes of their
MARC serials records for MARC distribution. They alsp act as
Centers of Responsbihity for certain bibliographic content of the
records N

11 Periodically during the projett and at its end, the Library of Con-
gress and the National L.ibrary of Canada will receive the CONSER
files and distribute themy as they do theirr MARC serials.

»

12 The National Senals Datd Program (NSDP) within the Library of
Congress, and the ISDS/Ganada within the National Library of
Canada. provide records from CONSER tothe International Serials
DataSystem (ISDS) international Center in Paris. In addition, these

_ two activities receive from the ISDS records prepared by other

" national centers and by, the {SDS Center itself These records be-
come part of CONSER The NSDP and the ISDS/Canada have the
responsibility for providing the ISSN and Key Titles to CONSER
records for serials published 1h the two countrigs, and for authen-
ticating and locking these datj elements These two centers also
provide to the CONSER records additional data elements required
by the:nternational system.

provides input to CONSER by way\of the National Serials Data Pro-

O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

gram, and recgives CONSER recqgrds‘in the national distribution

system

14 The Library of Congress and the National Federation of Abstract-
ing and indexing Serviceg inform U S. pubhshers concerning
CONSER and request their assistance in using the International
Standard Serial Number The Nationgl Library of Canada has the
$ame relationship with Canadnan publishers. The International
Serials Data System in Paris and othey National Centers perform
this function for foreidn publishers. | -

I
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-—— ___ . 15 TheNational Science Foundation provides some of the funds and
guidance for the National Senals Data Program so that it may-
satisfy the requiremenits of the abstracting and indexing services
primanly and of the scientific and technical community generally.

.

16 TheISDS Center in Paris is responsible for communication with the
international library and abstracting and indexing communities. It
has other functions.not related to CONSER. ’
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Serials: Costs and Budget Projections

’

F.F. Clasqdm -

Oneof t{we basic functions of the librarian in the field of administra-
tion is that of preparing, defending and impiementing the hbrary
budget Serials and journals continue to grow in numbers and
pnée and. depending upon the institution or chientele served,
might require as much as 80 percent of the reading matenal
budget‘ Research. scientific and technical journals, plus the refer- .
enceandresearch toolsintended to make the use of these journals ¥
less compIex have an average price far in excess of the similar R
discipline 1n the book collection College and research libraries ‘
formed within the past 10 years, particularly, must allocate a

. greater portion of their funds for the maintenance of the periodical
collection rather than for monographs. )

.

.

The generai/le controliing the acquisition of books—that every
book should have gone through the appropriate decnsmn -making
processas proof that it hasarghttobe inthe hbrary——apphes toan - w .
. even greater degree to senals since this decisidn Is an annuaj
affarr Zero budgeting as a discipling js an exciting experience
because of the reward of conviction that you have prepared a
budget which meets the current needs and demands, But for li- N
brary admnmstrators preparing sucha budget for serlals informa-
tion which will provide-both a detailed analysis of the rate of
inflation on senals and wstnhcaf:on that the hist of peraodlcals -
desired serves the institution s iInformation needs 1s difficutt and
expensive teobtain

Broad tndustry price indexes are not necessarly applicable to the
individual-institution because the rate of inflation-i1s not at all
similar in each educational or scienfific’'disc
support at colleges and universities i1s often lacking because the
! various departments cannot be brought into the'budget process
without an inordinate added amount of clerical time and expense
onthe part of the interested department head. Public libraries, too,
servicing the broad needs of a town or a city; need the full support
of all sectors of the community to develgp and maantam journal
collections in special fields of interest. .

0
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“The total resource, s%?nal I«terature,‘current and past, varies
Ywidely f—romwbgec%subject Hence. the method of selestion, or
’collectxon development.’should reflect the departmental requests,
studenf population by subject fields, the academic standardsof the

PR

* mstntuhbn in eackdiscipling, and the final limiting factor of finds
. : appropngted for each drscipline or funded unit, Also, the qualty . .
. ~ control of publications in each subject fteld varies and must be L -
recogmzed as an important sglectibn factor as 1s the form and
- > . p . maintenance, of back files e ’

R » [}
.
. . .

Thus depamﬁental dnvusmn and cost- related‘ubrary activitiggon a

list of seriafs, such as binding and acqunsmon of microfilm, should

- be Scrutinzed annually, tme by fitle, by both the library staff and
’ . depqnment heads (who have a vested interest In the quality and

) R ~ quarittty of serials and ]ournal§ ifi their fields of interest) todevelop
) 'a supportable budget ' . ‘a ‘
. . - l‘\ _‘ . ' . . ’ N .t
. e, However restatement ‘of the problems faced in the contrdl of
. senafs and ;0urnals in the budget proéess serves no purpose un- -

; . .. Jless greater in-depth defmmon will darect the attack for a solutlon
“Tne use of & retrospective price study employing modern forms
. ! andethpds of information storage and retrieval will prowdethat .
dnrectnen in the budget. process. The data presented here was * h
. . " accumulated by FW Faxon Company An agency serving awide
. vanety ohhbrary chientele has acclss fo unigue sets of records
’ , which, if properly. structured, can yse mdustry -wide stanqards asa
' basisto peruce very ‘mely -tuned recorf!s for specﬁtc msmutuons
i -y .. Forthose libraries where ready- -ade industry stanMards now *
- ‘ - ' serve as a subject or departmental journal’structuring base, titles
. can be €asily_ dns'nbuted mto theses broad subject or authorjty
’ cateqones An updated phice- study chén of such standard auth{r-
PR |ty groups of titles for the years 1973, "1974 and 1975, showing,
<omparative average prices for the purchiase of one of each title i
the sub;ect authority follows (Tabte 1) Also, an averageweighted
price*'per utle shows that selectivity{use and need) ofthe publica-

- 4 -~ A
. N - T, . . a' -
- N . ©
Ave rage we:ghtod price s thenumber of copiesof orders of all journalsin BERE
r,,  eachautharity group multiphed byYhe one-year price Thedollartotal of all 8
. ordersisdivided by the numberof copies to arrive at the average weighted
. : pnca i [ v
- N - ,
. ) - - bt hd
‘o ’ L 69 ..
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Price Ooanwlmo.} Chart - July 1974-April )975.

Titles Priged Bill-Later Titles Av Price Per Title Av Wght. Price Pbr Title

.

ons

PR

t

e
<73 hei 34 73 74 75
/

. -

Applied Scignce & Tech. ‘199 49 89 —25.27 16.90 29 67

Art Index to 102 .\L 19 27 14.00° 15 33 17 24
Biological >Um-.bn~m 2852 v2676 42 42 36 44 41 4s 42 38

=« Biological & Agri " Index 133 131 36 65 34 20 37 15- 39 73
Chemical Abstracts 872 752 86 97+ 7173 83 97 86 00

. Businéss Periodichl lfidex 135 131 ™ 43 15 82 17 547 19 49
Catholic Rer & Lo -104 “101 9 60 9.04 10 40 ¢ 30.73

+

Index Chemicus .ot 103 797 . 96 116 1 84.60 98 60 110 73
Index to Dentatl Litérature 205 204 ! 199 L1434 16 47 . 2050 21 39 22 67
Education Index N 192 190 185 14 07 15 59 12 49 12 88 13 51
HJQ.JQ@ID@ Index FI1S85 1101, . 077 42 71 48,98 41.79 . 47 08 “:a 24
* Hospi#tal Lit index »292 276 27) «12 83 4 27 12 26 13 49 14 95
Humarnities Index 240 238 234 11 25 12 47 1w o7’ -10 90 119N 13 20
. Jewish Pegiodhcal tndex 7+ 38 33 33 . 6.82 743, 7790 1151 1211 13 85
* Index fb Eegal Periqdicals 260 - 242 239 10 24 ,16.84 12 02 1378 1420 15 98
_:Qex.& h.c....,:.vx,.r. ecrature 102 104" 104 12 2 13 70 15 42 13 37 _m 13 15 46
Mustc Index ' .Ko 150 140 9 65 11 0y 1m0 " 10 30 ‘11 45 11~-56

* Index #ledicus . 1489 1462 1437 35 71 42 26 u8 85, 39°96 45 2 o7 07
Ingex to Mursing Lét .. T 109 <108 843 - 8 93 10 16 10 08 10 83 12 61
Physics Abswracts ' 105 104 104 97 55 123 89 1uu .24 79 16 108 99 iy 57
Psycholdyicat Abstracts 568 610 595 20 96 22 9\ |, 26 66 20 81 22 46 23 26
Readers Guide to Per  Lit 151 7. 960 DU M 73 gu9 1020 , 11 32
Ifdex to ml_c_c:mn..v. Lit 112 19 110 ,926 111 12 90 10 28 1) 84 13 24
Stience Cutation Inddex 1669 _ma 1897 46 40 , Su 86 62 93 ( 42 18447 75 ug 61
wcm.o_cc_ma_ Abstracts 72 S . 4 12 53 13 82 15 7% 11 83 '12 4s 13 99

Social Stiences Index © 3 22 _m 29 1703 18 M) 1638 17 3u 18 4o

SocaitSciences Cltation 943 \ 911} 16 48 19 03 21 65 84 17 46 % 18 56

Index : ’ - P

Currerft index to [Irls 532 _wﬂ: 13 62 wm.; 917" 15 50
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ngl\ay (Table 2) showsthe prices of specific lists of titles-

for various classes of selected hbranes either based upon the_
authority. groups 1n Yable 1 or upon the institution’s own se|ect|on

of titles in the same discipling . .
- v - o
L e o * R -
. © Table2 . .« - A
~ ' o ’
LT~ 1} University of Houstoa i 6) qu Orleans Public Library
- 2) Unw&rsxty ot Miam: , N 7 w:lmmgton Publi¢ Library ’ 3
. 3) Unwersity of Georgga < - - 8) HaverfprdiSchool .
‘o 4) Farhala University . . 9) Rlchland CountySchools-
5y Memphis Public Librgry 19) Umverslty City Schools .
o institution Subject *Number of ‘Average
(liated above) Cstegory . - Titlea Price’ Per Title
3 - Ll . N
- . & 1973 1974 1975 1973 1974 1975 .

. . . . - v .

Opired Science , * 70 . 66 67 2547 2968 3425

Joplied Science T 105 108 12§ 2416 2410 2554

pe - &Technology i . . "
(] Applied Science ~ 4 105 106 106 1724 1811 20.80 ° |
, . ' & Technglogy . B ’ ’ "
, .. 3 Adindex . 36 35 35 1175.1586 2108 *
. B 5  Atindex 20 35 40 1633 18402094 S
. 6  Aindex’ ) 7778 72 ".j454 1598 1841
. .3 Business Periodicals® 92 89 87 1936 2140 2285
- 209 Lo Index ..~ ~ ~
T - s o B ~ *Busmass Periodicals u(va . 126 139, 1331 1462 1745
- ey ’ - . Index .’ . i ' .
‘ % 77" Business Perodicals ‘24 28 .31 2085 2793 2769 = . _
ST index T . ) ‘
. ~ 6 Resders Guide to. 454 . 471 503+ 747 802 Q14
. L ‘»Penodlctl Lat ' -»-'g - \ . \ “‘ P 4
R * Readers Guide'to 83 101 ‘146 868 1275 15.62
B - Periqdical Lit T L, . . .
.0 e 8 Readers'Guideto 83 77 80 1575 19%68 20,86
T e e Penodical Lit = . " S .
s . T .19 RegersGudsto 808 803 764 - 769 693 839
e . PeriodicalLit Iy s YN .
., 10 Peaders GudeYp< 306 293. 203 1799.° 605 1027 \
i o - . ‘Egnoglcll Lt . . .
' T Bofogy . N 206 311 14 5184 6210 67.36
: 'y 2 Bology="' . = - 276, 292 331 4803°6011 71.19
‘ . . 3 Bology 406- 395 379 2739 3188 3417 “
S ‘ _ 4 Biotogy + 82 - 84 89. 5640 6588 5840 "
1 Charqisiry 127.7 156 31 16307
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Table 2—continued Number of \m"%nk

- . - Titles Price Per Titt
Institution” Subject y

? .
(sted abova)  Cotegory 1973 1974 1975 1973 1974 , 1975

Qnce a yearly average prce has been determined {or standard
authority groups of titles, such as those in Table 1, these prices

* have valye as budget controisto those institutions who builg their

vl

-

, inteth

1ournal collection around the title base of these authornty gfoups -,

- o N

. f an institytion elects to structure s journal collect{on arOund an:\
academ€ discipline or departments of study; or adr[nnnstratnoa -~
funded units, then the annual averadp priceswill ndt ke similar {0,
those in Table 1, as evidenced in Tabk 2 but neither 1s theré‘d’
control relationghip to the Critersa for prieg mdexes for library"
maler:als, :Prijce Index for.Perlodrcals 2“}' e \

1 N
(R .
e N .. e s

Note the Mde avg e prrqe dtffer%nces‘batween smmlar sobject .
dlscuphnar‘y gri:p n Tapre 2 L'-“ e, _g o~
- \. ‘e : K ﬁ '4

Theue apfpears to bt\é no subst&\te’f‘w at %éast a mmeum tt;j‘ee eér

o

price stydy far, each tt}s, purchased iphd Itbrary, Thatss, the ret?or. N

tréndswill devqlo or each aeademno discipline |1thetotal number :
of ufles in eathgrqupﬁls largé enagh notto be d:storted by~ A
abﬁér | pfice ingréases of a fewtitles )i ‘order tounderstdnd * «

spec:gp e qompanson method an be used as ong sourcq of'

sghe of tue w:de d‘screpan;nes bétweén }he average-ptice of,, **
snmnlar gmUps of uﬂe% in Table 2/ Table 3 g;ves the Tcnal average’ .

L . ( o o -

¢ e A - i . . .

D) ca . - . =
v o§ Ty * " R . ,‘:r‘ f Y.
g i 4 . ‘

. “ ~ v

. < '.“ (LY I, . 7’~ . ,_é , 5t PR .

6 -t s ‘ N . o . .

L A . oo, wme. ke .

2 Chemistry 8¢ 85 111712159 17285 149 61
v 3 Chemustry ~ 12 12 12 977012392 15830
L4 Chemistry 29 a1 43 1091210422 15404
= Library Management + 63 65 67 1376 1833 ~i807
2 Library Management r 51 53 59 2352 2497 3006
3, Library Management 8 § ‘26 1166 1340 1236
1 Physics 1030 106° /113 916171203 12695
2 Physics 116 122 145 9361 12616 157 44
4 Phys: 21 22 22 14847 18760 17934
1’ Psychology 127 144 155 3027 3271 3685
2 Psychology . 108 123 135 3499 3694 42139
3 - Psychology . 87 52 57 2050 17532002
4 Psychology .. B0 84 95 4229 5018 3547
1 Sociology ) 63 73 74 1585 1844 2146
2 _Soctology 87 91 104 1772 1849 2159
5 gooology  ° 51 51" 50 1418 1597 1684
4 Sociology - 3% ‘40 41 1666 1902 1932

ntiy §evel mgabquet fora pénodaca,lcollectlon Price,+ " |




.price for all penodlcals at these and other mstntutlons the !otai "
. ndmber of tntles in-the puce study and the ordering’plan used.
) Plan A os one-year, .Plan D prices ail tittes fpr three years. ~, T
~ ' Tebles Do P L N
C \\Average Pre - Selgc'ted Institutions’ I -t )
‘ No.of  Average Price ’ ’
. Plan  inatitujlon Titlea 1973 1974 1975 . ¢
L - S Lt oe
(, “ A Unlversny of Houston 4270 2131 3465 3824 . ©
’ ‘ Umvers:ty\of Miami 3253 331814077 4762 PR
' g an?’of Georgii-Athens 2200+ 21.39 2490 <2637 -
e T “A” Fanmeld University 978 3001 33 86732 02 v . ‘.
A Memphis Public Library 1.418 1540 1650, 2063 . - . |
. A New Orieans Public Library 1661 1407 1502 1994 . . |
! . D w;'lmmgton Pubtic Library 560, 2065<2484 2440 . }
D Havbriord Scnool 222, 1879 1923 2521 - . |
' A Rchland City School System - 2122 792 702. 836, {
10 University Ciy Schodl System 675 1760 821 1208 @ |
S A US Dept of interior 1454 — 5205 5375 T ..
c T A Uy of Mass-Med School 1674 5041 5846 6620 T :
- ) .. D.*Méss-General Hospual : 551 5188 62446670 o )
* A Natl insttute of Health . 2398 — 7037° 7019 - ‘.
, " D Huam Coltege . T 434 2201 2344 — .
.. D TuftsUswersty . . . 1548 4537 5782 — '
e D Uni of Bridgeport RS 1981 ¢ — 3748 4166

P} - . - i
v

Taple Adevelops the.averqge pnce for the titles subscnbed toin

{

|

1

1

|

. -
A MLT RN 1991 4609 5240 5525 |
|

|

each ot the followmg crassmcanor\s of I(branes for the penod July \
|

|

. 1974-Apr})1975 o, A ‘
. C ' Tabled A o S
i . “ o . S
: . Calleges . Jr.oHigh : Speclal Special
L and .. &High Prlmary “Pubjfc:  Libraries . Librarles

Universities Hospitals Schools Schools Libraries (Govt) *  (Business)

S

. * w . .
453434 §3899 $1400 , $1561  $19.49 $57.71 % $4497

J +
- I

|
|
|
\
\
|
|
. 5 }
- Table S'shows the pricé categones whnc\’n will help tofocus atten- |
» lionontheprice fields which should command maximum scrutiny. . |
Note that aimost 40 percent of the funds in colleges and univer- VY ‘

. sitiesare neededto acquire 5 percent of the total peniodical tollec-
* tion. (See the last three entroes July 1974-March 1975.) . ) - "

i R . R N

73



/ . R - ! - . ~

S . Table®  * . , .
\ . .
s ) ~ - ) » ’ l. . ’
. ) ‘ Public Libraries’ ...Oo:mmo & University Libraries '
0 - ' Percent of Total Percent of Total =" LR
- - Subscriptions Percent of Total Subscriptions Percent of Total
Ne] . R Processed . Fxpenditure ., Processed . Expenditure
— e M 7/73-3/74% 7/74-3/7S 7/73-3/74 7/74-3/75  7/73-3/74 7/T4-F7S ' 7/73-3/74 - 7/74-3/75
O . ‘
Q . Less than 3 00 91 6.5 2.2 13 3.7 - 2.5 S T 2
o« . 3400.t0 3 99 92 70 30 20 36 27 R .6 u
. .
D - - 4.00 t&" 5 99 0.4 1w v 5.7 47 97 - 79 9 1.4
o . . " - )
T 6.00 t0'9 99 ., . 2U4.6 25 3 wsg . .126 ° 20 4 18 8 61 . 50
3- . . . L. N "
m : 10 00 to 14 99 16 7, 17 0 L3 1275 . 182 18 3 g2 74
c i »15.00 to 19 99% 82 9.2 99 92 AR 1213 6°8 6 6
©. - . . E . )
200 00 to 29 99 . 8.7 92 ., 136 .12 8 13 2 139 1 6° 10 6
w . s » . P , ! > . B . e
%. - "30 00 to 49 99 | 52 . 69 120 - wn 189 10 9 12 0 128
. : . . . ! N
© . 50 00 to 74 99 18 NF 66 - 7 409 52 : LA T
M\..v- . - ’ h v * - -
.mw..; 75 08 to 99 99 E I Y T 19 TS5 63
B R .« . o _.F ., 17 ] . . . R
. Nm 100 00 to 149.99 . R 45 20 . 87 v.w// ‘
L ‘150700 ta 199 99 . ° L . D 3%9 10 04 * g
- . 0 7. P 9 ‘ Lo . . ,
200 00 ¢+ & . 70 10 0, 14 18 2t 4 236
‘e o . : 4 ¢ ) ) ’ . * b (s
CL Average Price - » S AT 81, - 1949 . 30 2 34 34
ca M . ' ’ - '
o ) C ) b ’ . . :
. N~ - - . . - .




Serials: Costs and Budget Projections

.

Forthose smaller pubhi: libraries, primary and secondary schools,
Tabie 6 shows the value inbuyingthe list of tities in Readers’ Guide
o Periodicals at the longest term rates offered by the publishers

Table 8

Readers’ Guide to Periodicals
YEAR NO. OF PRICED TITLES AVERAGE WEIGHTED

3y 2Yr.  1yn PRICE PRICE
Rate Rate  Rate All at 1 Yr. Rate Long Term Ratea if avail.
1973 117 12 22 $ 940 $21 10
1974 11 12 24 1003 2205
1975 106 14~ 24 10 86 2509
Notes’ -

1) Dechining number of penodicals wn Readers’ Guide having 3 year rates .

2) Average weighted price increaseof 14% in 1975 over 1974 vs 4v2%, 1974 over 1973
usIng max:mum number of 3 year rate offers. indicates publishers concern over rate
of future inflation )

3) Aversge weighted price InGrease 1s 8% in 1975 over 1974 vs 6 7%, 1974 over 1973
and 3 4‘/4?19_73 over 1972 using the one year rate only

The one year rate increase pattern does not need a hedge for future inflationary
expense . -

The retrospective price comparison method on a subject or de-
partmental basis 1s an aggressive budgeting tool as well as a
defensive mechanism for fairly distributing hibrary fmancial re-
sources Severalinstitutions using this method reportreductionin
numbers of titles not deemed necessary by the user departments
and proof to their financial officers that all appropnate care had
been exercised to keep responsible control over senal mainte-
nance and purchases o0

Noges e

1 See similar statements inJJ Kohut, "Allocating the Book Budget A
Model, College & Research Libranies 35 (May 1974) 192-9, H. Wilham

Axford, ' The Validity of Book Price indexes for Budgetary Projections,”
Library Resources & Technical Services 19 (Winter 1975). 5-12, and F F
Ciasquin. ' Periodical Prices A Three-year Comparative Study.” Library
Journal 99 (October 1, 1974) 2447-9

=3 ———2-See-ANSI 239 20-1974-5. 5 2 Method of Compslation (2)

O
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Background

. The relative ments of educat:op vs. expernence. this 1s and has

been a topic of discussion between practitioners and educators of
libranianship for quite some time. As recently as July 1975 at the
ALAConferencein San Francisco, asenes of meetingswastheld to
pursue thistheme |, too, have often been caught up in this con-
troversy, as  am one who had several years of expetience working
with senals before | obtained my formal library education and
degree. | was Very fortunate, howe¥r, to have a library director
who had once been head of aserials department in alarge univer-
sity ibrary Overthe yearssheserved as my ‘'mentor’ inthe area of
senals, offering me what amounted to a series of mini-courses
covering the various aspeets of serials. Consequently, when | fi-
nally entered librasy school, tfelt my professional educaiion to be
at once supplementary and complemeniary to my previously ac-
gquired on-the-job experience, .

v

— .

The prempltatlng factor that caused me to conduct the survey with
which this article deals was a course in serials offered at Drexel
Unwversity s Graduate School of Library Science in summer 1973.
This course, taught by Steila Keenan (then Executive Director of
the National Federation of Abstracting and Indexing Services), was
one of the fitst of the few existing senals courses to be offered by
an accredited library school. While certainly most, if not all, other
coursesﬂmeni/oned the special problems involved with serials, no
course went further than that. Class lectures on selection, acquisi-
tions, bibliography/resources, reference, automation, cataloging
and copyright alt included a parenthetical sentence, something
alongthe linesof, 'But 1nsenals the problems and procedures are
quite unique, unfartunately we do not have sufficienttimeto delve
intothese Andthisistrue, senials and monographs represept two
different worlds of reahity in the hbrary, both of which cannot be

covered adequate|y in a single course.

How gratified I was, then, to take a course dealing specifically with
senials which covered their physical and bibliographic manage-

T
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ment. their use 1n bibliometrics, national and international stan-
dards related to senals, copyright problems here and abroad, etc.
Out of this course came solutions to problems ! had encountered in
my work, as well as brand new dilemmas which forced me to
. re-think somie of my previously developed notions about serials.
This seemed to be ideal preparation for a serials librarian: hard-
goré on-the-joh, experience enhanced by a coursé covering both
the practical and theoretical designs in serials. \ N

Lol

A Survey of Serials Librarians o -
- Having derived great benefits from the Drexel serigls course, it
occurred to me that there could not be very many working serials
.. hbrarians who had had sucha course. as the few serialscourses in
existence hadonl tly been offered. At about the same time, |
began to wonder what spectfic cousses had prepared serials librar-
. 1ans for their jobs, what kind of senals ortentation was available to.
them before they assumed therr positions, in what areas they felt
the néed for more education, and other questions of thissort.dn my
tinal academic quarter beforé graduation from Drexal (spring
1974), | had an opportunity to determine the answers to these
‘\‘ questions | conducted a national survey of senals libranans as an
independent study project under the gfitdance of Stella Keenan
The purpose of the project was two-fold. to determine the state of,
the art in training for senals libranans, and to evaluate the serials
course then offered at Drexel against the actual needs of serials
_ libranans. It was hoped that the results of this survey would identify. _.
the areasinwhich library schools are meeting (ornot rﬁeeting)th’e
special needs of senals hbrarians.

‘ N
Methadology :

Using the 1972/73 American lera?y Directory toidentify potential
recipients of the questionnaire, | selected 1538 librarieswhich met
specific critena fornumber of volumes in the library and budgeted
amount for periodicals. With the 1dea that the needs of serial
hbranans in college and special (including rﬁ'édncal) librariesmight
be different, separate statistics were kept for the two groups. In
most cases statistics forthe two groups correlated closely (Public
libranies were not included in the survey.) A 4Q percent sdmple was
selected by means of arandom number table, keeping the percent-

,age of ‘college and special libranes the same as in the original
population 69 percent college hibraries, 416, 31 percent special
librari€s, 189; for a total of 605 libraries.

[}
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A auesuonnanre was devejoped that was intended to be short and
yet allow for as much individual response as possibie (see Appen-
dixj Atoveringietterwasincludedtoexplainthe ackground and
purpose of the survey‘-Wherever it was pos$ible to ascertauf the
name of the serials lbrarian from the American Library Directory,,
« the questionnaire was addressed td that individual. Where aserials
. or perniodicals librarian was not listed, the |etter was simply ad-
dressed. ATTN Senals Librarian

.

,

¢~

Results ° S/ . B

T The response to the survey was most rewa:dmg .to say the least,
Three hundred and sixty-one responses were received, amoUntmg
to a 60 percent return. no follow-up requests were sent. .

In response to the first question. every conceivabie job titie was
histed ranging from-serials librarjan, periodicals librafiar, refer-
s ence librarian, acquisitions libranan, head of technical services,
pubiic skrvices ibranan, hbrary clerk to head libranan, Responses
. from all returns weretotaled atthoughin retrospect atruer picture
. might have been’ gleaned by pust countmg those who were titled,
. " .senals or- penodicalé‘lubranan > i

seniais Librarians are involved (see Table 1) By far, acquisitions,
N &ndmg and selectionwere the areas most frequently checked, and *
reference was a close fourth choice

.

1 Table t .

Areas in Which Senats Librarians Are Inveolved

4

c Areas . Colrogo Librarles Group (265) Special Librariea Group (96)
Selection 64% ) 67%
Acqursitions 74% * N% ]
. Cataloging 31% 37%
indexing Abstracting 8% 14%
- . Reference 0% o 59% _
| e g Automation - . 30% ; . 31%
Binding 73% 64%
Other . 21%. - ' . 19%
N
? I askedthe third question because at the time the survey was done |
. was acutely awarepf my classmates efforts to seeemployment in

a freld of their choice after graduation It $eemed that most were

ERIC . . 18 .

-

o
. at *Question two itended to :den!lfy the area or areas in which most & -
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response to my questnon seemsto bear this out only 20
the coliege group and 10 percent of the special iibrari

ship

Since a great number of libgary ;;;Zm adyertisements

specify another subject speciaity ng,addnt/n to{hbrary d
wanted.to find out how many pedple working

braries. a second subject speciahzation requirement has not yet
become a trend i employment practices

Seventy-nye percent of the respondents'm the college group had
earned a jhaster's degmem hbrary science, as had 74 perceft of
the special hbranesgroup Inall, 50 different hbrary schools were
Iisted, 44 of which 'were accredited. More than one third (34 per-
cent) of the total respondents had earned their degree since 1970,
24 percent during 1966-1869, 23 percent during 1960-1965, 15
pereent in the 1950s, four percent in the 1940s, and one in the
1930s Of the remaining percentage of r%pondents who said they
did not have a master's degree in library scignce, many were till
titled serials or periodicals libranan

Questions six and seven were intended to determine the extent|of
further education and.profgssionaldevelepment thatsenals librar-
1ans have attained Twenty percent of the college group and 16
percent of the special libraries group indicated they held.oth
graduate degrees, most were master's degrees iy various subjgct
areas, and a few mentioned PhD's. In response to the questio
about attendance at post-graduate courses, seminars, workshops
or other continuing education courses related to,serials, 31 pey-
cent of the college group and 28 peroent of the specnal libran
group cited various courses they had attended. Several reference
were made to the LARC seminar as well as the Allerton Park wor

.79

.
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shop, in additron, courses or,seminars in government documents,
computer programming, medicai librarianship and unspecified se-
rials workshops were ffequently cited. A significant number of

respondents indicated that they would be'very injerested in attend-
ing such courses, but no opportunity had be made available to
them in their area or state.

«

_Question eight was an attempt tg/determine the extent to which o
library administrations feel a re ponsibility to help a newly hired
senals librarian assume her/his position. Obviously, not all newly
hired persons are novices, somg having held similar positions
previously The resuits of the sur y showed that 24 percent of the

« college group and 21 percent of 1 special libraries group re- .’
ceived some Specialized on-the-job traqung directly related to con-
trol and handling of serals: The scope depth of this training
could not be quap_xqfned_nn this type of surv

The results of the survey showed that there is a core of coursesthat
nelped prepare the respondents for their work in serials The fol-
lowing courses were listed in‘question fiine by nearly the same
percentage of respondents bibliography/resources in science,
humanities and social sciences, cafaloging and classification, ref-
erence, government documents, technical services; libraty ad-
ministration, automation, computer programming or data proc-

- essing Only 10 respondents hsted a serials Tourse as being speci-
fically helpfu! to their needs.

Table 2

Areas Not ‘Adequately Covered by Library School Courses

Arees College leléll.l Group (265) Special Librariea G
Lo 29% ’ \25% .

Selection

Acquisitions . - 34% 26%
g Sanals Cataloging K 31% .. 28% |
. SQ;'EIS Reference b Y v21% . v 18%
Manual handiing " \’ “42% 33%
-Automation 39% ° , ;30% - -
lndo:ungl&bstucnng 29% 23% -
Bibliometrics . 6% 19%
Copynght - 24% 19%
' . Other K 7% 4%

S
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Question 10 was Included in an attempt to 1solateé those specific
areas of senals work which library schools have not adequately
covered for the needs of senals libranans (see Table 2). The most
surprising result here Is that, even 1n today's increasingly auto-
mated library world, 40 percent of the respondents checked man-
ual handling of senals files. | hope that as aresuit of this particular
statistic, serials ibranans will feel in good company onaday when
they are especially overwhelmed by bulging kardexes and bindery
§ Jfites Manual handlingof senals filesisan area that has been taken
) for granted and overlooked, much to the detriment of a large
percentage of senals iibranans.

Ta‘bh 3

Areas in Which Continuing Education 1s Desired

-
~

Arsaa College Librariea Group (285) Specia! Libraries Group (96[!
t
N . Cataigging 18% . . 10% ,
7 Acquisiions 14% v 6%
Bibliometrics 5% 4%
- ; Bleglion " 12% S T%
{Manual) SenayRecord 15% - 5%
* _ Circulation ‘ 4% " 3%
\lndexmgiAbs(nctmg L 16% | 7%
Automation 38% 34%
‘ gmdmg * % R 2%
Microforms 4% 2%
Budgeting . 9% %
Publishing/Editonal .
Practices 2% "% NN
Reterenct ' 8% ¢ %
¢ CTopynght 3% , ‘ 3% |
Govt Documents 3% 2%
- ., Foreign Languages - w . 5%.

. ’
- . . ~

Thq results of question 11 (see Table 3) could beused intwo ways.
(The percentages for each line are smallerdue to the fact that this
wasanopen- -ended question ) First, each ofthe topics listed could
be used as the theme of a continuing gducationwo rkshop. seminar,
or course. Many such caurses have been and continue to be of-
fered by library schools and other p:ofessuonal organizations.
Second, the areas listed by the respondents in quesfion 11 repre-
. sent a very accurate picture of the world ofsenals should future
senals Iabranans be demed the' opportumty to learn in dibrary

L
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oblems before
being expected to tackl_e them in a real sendys pq§itnon’7

/ -
The results for question 12 confirm tpe ever-growmg trend in
automation of serals {iles. ln\gje college group, 32 percth re-
ported that their libraries have Some type of automated serials file,
36 5 percentof the special hbranies group also answered this ques-
tion affirmatively These percentages have probably increased by
now, however, as 26 percent of the coliege group and 24 percent of
the special libraries group indicated future plans for automated
serfals files .

In quexéwt.ori 13 | wanted todetermine the extent ofthe respondents’

serials expenence Twenty-seven percent of the total had one fo,

two years experience, 25 percent had three to five years, 17 per-
cent had five to ten years, and 20 percent had over ten years
experience. The sample proved to be a good cross section of
experienced and jess experienced serials hbranans

y B

Additional Comments by Respondents

When t askhed for additional comments concerning the theme of
this survey. | thuly did not expect much response from busy, over-
worked serials libranians It quickly became apparent, however,
that this is'a subject that generateslext’r"mely vaned and thought-
provoking ideas in seylals librarians Approximately 50 percent of
the respondents took the time to give me additional information,
rariging from G few terse cianfying statements to beautifully articu-
lated phllosoSQ;s of senals Iibranans and serials in general. Sev-
eral people used the opportunity to complain about many of the
problems now treated in publications such as Title Varies. Others,
anticipating my recommendations, gave detailed syllabi for a
hypothetncal serials course One remarkable serials hbrarian sent

an 11-pagé typed response that is worthy of publtshing in itself

Byand large a few recurring ideas were expressed in the additional
comments Business management courses were seen as manda-
tory for seriais hibranans by many respondents. “Library science
students should be made aware of the fact that hbrary manage-
ment is Big Business," said ong librarian, “'and [they] should pe
toid that [they] may well become responsible for hundreds of
thousands of dollars and hundreds of staff members *“Another
person iamented, ' Senals now represent 73 percent of my library’ s

. matenials budget, and I had no formal training in regard to them.

Something swrong. .." Still another hibrarian stated that he owed

.- B8R
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. his s;éccess.m senals administration to 20 years of pnor expenence
s . 'n the business community -

-~
u

“ Another unportant idea brought out by many people was the
o ¥ "necessity formore effective communigations,- both.intér-
-, gnstitutionally between serials hbranans and mter-bepanmemally
T, wnhnn the mstltunon

- - anally‘ there were many commments cortcesning who should teach
¥ asenalscourse and how it should be conducted Many felt that the,
- ‘course should be the respons«buhty of an experienced senals de- «
. partment admsttrator as only this type of person could be famil-
< ’ iarwith both the theory and practices invoived in'senials worK Also,
. atwas generally expressed that any senals course sHould include .
some type of hands-on " experience in a ibrary or a fab sectlon \ ’
£ 7 % where problems can be explo(ed tn depth: .

I T . .

Airhough many other valuabie’ thought; and suggesnénsxwe?’e :
. inciuded 1n the written commentd, space imitations prevént the .
. . - ¢mention of all ofthem My hearty thanks go to all who'took the time .
athroublé to express their 1deas, - e,

. B . . . <
'

-

LI Cohcluanns qnd Recommendations S, % ' .

hJ " Wpue the results of this urvey can byno means be called contlu- ' .
* she. it is my beljef that they do point out the deticieficies in the
’ b - formal edqcatnon teceived by many warking ser|a|s Irbranans Jo
' expecra person to eope wn,h the convoluted reallty inthé serjals -
v ’ world.without ever having even heard the word "senals” men-
‘ txoned'm hbrary school courses Is ‘cruel, unpréfessianal,”wasteful
: andv!oolnsh Is there any other field of Iibrananship that presumes ..
a Y. so much” M s true that most libranans wxﬂgexpenence -pangs of
anx.ety’?rd uncertainty whan faced withanew job, .but at leastthey . "
4, ¢ can fall back on some basic theories dnd bibliographic tools N
" Jdearned in courses related to their specialties As serials take ovef .
the major pqrtion of many lLibraries materials budgets, and as - <
OCLC CONSER. ISSN. NSDP. ISBD(S) become part of senals
’ (tbranans everyday vocabulary, can professional hbrary edugators N
continue to neglect this.vast area of Ilbrananehrp?‘ 4
N . 1n 3 separate survey of all the ALA accreditéd library schools can-
o ©T ducted . spring-1974 ‘Stella Keenan and | learned thatonjfaight .«
2 graduate ibrury schools offer a course on seriajs (There are:now
g2raccredited nbrary s¢hools.) Of these eight courses, for whlch we
received the syllaby, only three mcluded ser|a|§asa part of alarger

“~
[N

‘ S ‘M : ) 83 ey . o Y




Tl . e
.
. ./

Education of Serials Librarjans

R 4 L ] ‘ " -
course on technical services or organization of special materials

in surqmary..l w0uld like to make three recommendations r
g . .
1 The ALA Senals Sec!uon Pdlicy and Research Committee, which .
has-had this topnc on its agenda at the 1974 and 1975 annual
« conferences. should take steps to issue a position statement ex-
préssmg its concern about this matter to the curricuium commit-
. tees of al¥accredited library schools that do not offer a serials -
course If the committee should find it within its aegis to do s6, &" -
, e proposed suggesteg syllabys could also be prepared.
= " 2 Lbrary scheol admmistrators should examing their course offer-
. ingsto determme howthe-growing area of senalshbrananshnp cén
o be eﬂectwejy,mtegrated mto the curnigulum.e  * |
» 3
3 To gnsure coONtinuiNg cognmunication among ser;els hbranans and
to promote professional develqpment workshops. such as those
_held by LARC aqd the Library of Congress, should continue to * .
. s flourish Thesg shbuld be made available at aslowa cost as possi- -
: ) bte. and varyislg geqgraphical areas shouid pe gelected as sttes
Professionatfibrary organizations should make every effort to
. N " caterto the needs of seriats librarians as they have done for other

—

N special interest groups m‘gpe past - y
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™ - - (SIS SZRIALS CO E Hen y EY
Teritle of vour posu‘oc - \ -

N T ?lnse check the arzu vlzh vhich_you are anoLved x\§ serials . .
? Selsction L~ 3inding -
Others (Plesse specify’ -

bl

~ Acguisitions
Cataloging _

- - - e

-~ T ood you actively uek 3 position An\serials work? o Yea ¥o
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Tont Carbo Bearman is Executjve Directo? gf thre National Federation 0
Abstracting and Ingexing Serviges She has aiso worked at the Brown
University Physicdi Sciences Library and Biological Scignces Library, at the
- Unuivgrsity of Waghington (Seattle) Engmeening Library, as asubject -
speciahist in the technical report literature and fot Mathematical Reviews N

. She served asproject coordsgator for an NSF-funded project in coopera- \'
uon with the Antwerp {Belgium) Library School to identify and evaluate’ N
vtechnically-oriented Serials published by private industry Mrs Bearman "'« N
has beefi active in the American Society for Information Science and the .-

Spec.al Libraries Association She has a BA degree in litgrature from

Brown an MS from Drexkt Unive rsity and has done advanced studies both

_ iat Dréxei and %t the JUniversity of Pennsylvania s Wharton School of .
Business. - B . ;
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Frank F. CJagquin s Executive Vice-Presidentof the F W Faxon Company

and Gerferai Managgr since 1961 He graduated from Washington Un’lver-
t Louis, in1938and spent23years inthe themical industry Direcfion
d des.gn of automated‘g;emces at Faxon through four génerations of
computers has bden his prindipal concern in applying business methods

¢

and practices to serials records and controt in libranes

1 4

< N . -
Josgph H. Howard 1s Assistant Director, (Cataloging) in the Processing .
Departmentofthe L rary of Congress He has also served as Chief of the
Sernial Record Divisioq and Chief and Assistant Chief,of the lg‘escn‘pnve
Cataloging Division Phor tojoining the LC staff, he served as Head of the
Catalog Department, Waghington University, St Louts. in the Peace Corps,
, Kuala Lumpur. Malaya ard at the Univegsity of Colorado .

Lawrence G. Livingston 1s Program Officer at the Council on Library ¢

Resources. inc for Automauoh\Networks,'@g National Library Services " )

He i$ active in anumbér of pationaland international programs having todo h

with standardization to enhante b|b%graphnc gxchange The Councilisa™ , _' Y
' f}ot-fer-prom bperating foundation ¢ a?ered inthe District of Columbia ,

Ll

. 'Josepn_mrce is.currently Chief of the Senal Record Division at the , ;\
, Libtary of Congress-MeRuxcejofned the Library in 1972 as Senior Systems
. & - - ~Analyst for the National Serals Dat& Program I 1974 he was hamed, -

. * _p - Assistant Directorand then AcnngD’»rectov rice is an honorsgraduate
N i pyusic from Sam Houston'State University, Huntsville, Texas,"af)d holdsa
S master of library science degree from the niversity of Texas at fustin He’ ’

N . *has also done work incomputer science 4t Boston Unnye‘rsny an
[ * o sdministration and information science at American Universit

: .~ < ington, D C Mr Price came to the ibrafy from the U, S Awr Aorce |
wWhure he was inchargeof library automation deve,lo’pment gtthgAiLFarce :

Cambriv esearch Laboratoriesin Bedford, Mass e hasal rvedas .
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\ Oirector for Serials atshe St Lours Uniwersity Library in St Louis, Missbygi
. Ms Saueris amember of the ANS1 239 Subcommittee on Serials Holdin
. i Statements and serves on sevgral committees of the American Library ’

Asso;:natton mcludmg the RTSD Catalog Code ﬁevts-‘\n Committee
' . C umner Spalding was Assistant Ducector (Catalogmg)‘of the Processing
\ - Department of the Library of Congress from 1968 t{ﬂ'ul\hzs retrement thys
\“‘, - sear Herepresented LC atthe 1961 International Conference on Catalogt- -
’ ing Principles in Panswand was genegal editor of the Anglo-American .
\ Cataloging Rules based on the Paris principles. in 1969 h't:epresented LG | v .
-\ at the Infernational Meeting of Cataloguing Experts in Copénhagén from *
. \ whoch the Intematnonal Standard Bubhographuo‘Descnptlo‘ns evoived..
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\ . David.C. Tayior (s Underg aduate Libranian at the Universi

N Carohina:n Chapel Hill: and t itor, sipte 197,'3 of Title Varres
SN to August 3975 he was Senals Lib
@t Michigan State University At the A

, \ Conference of 1974 he announced the

- . Costly, Silly Unnecessary Sarial Titie Changes

nal Title Change of the Yeag Award. an award 1 has since becomé.an.
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Vassallo has been Dean of L:brary Servtces at the Unwe\s-‘yo New
+ Mexidg.§inde Noyember 1974 Prior to that We was Direetay of the Natiot

. Seriajs até’ﬁrogram f'orover)vo years, Chief of the CongresstonaIR er- .

« ence Divisjonfor folir years, iie has hetd several other posﬂnonsmadmmrs- .
tration, refagence, and technical se.fv"ces at the Library of Congress ‘since
gomgtpere a Special Recruitin 1962, affer graduating fromthe Univer-
sity of Michigai Schoal of Library Science He hoids a BA and has done

‘ . graduate work impolitical science at Wayne State Unwversity
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Bemtl M Weber gr duated from Drexel Unwersity s Graduate Schoot of -
"Library Science in 1974 She began working with senials atthe Montgomery
County Community CoNege Library in December 1968 and 1s currently

Se!alsand 8inding Libsayan On various occasions shehas,guest- Iectured -,
N . © aboutserialsat Drexel. Am berof Beta PhyMu and theAmerican Librat L .
. * Association. she was recent! nommated for Secretary of the Serials Sdc- hd
. . tion of RTSD : LI
- 7 . \ N . 4
. x v P D
.~ R. ' i
. N, ' ¢ h . BN ' . ) ‘
) . \ < )\ n m" v . ’ )
:" 4 " \A,,_‘,“,, . i » y v
- i , . « 4 . . ) }
i\r N . 8 '7\ . : , S ‘%
“]: lC ‘ . - ° Y ‘( |
.. ( PV : L . . N
¢ * . \' > P .t ’ d . )' :~




